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E piTor's PREFACE. 


NE of our ancient Wits ſaid ver) 
4 agreeably, but in a Manner perhaps 
a little too deciſive, that, a Man 
muſt be very weak, who ſtudied 
Hiſtory with the Hope of diſco- 
— oering in it what had paſſed; be- 
cauſe, it is not ſo much the Hiſtory of Facts, as 
of the Opinions which ſuch and ſuch Authors 
have conceived of them, and of the Relations 
hich they have publiſhed (a). We are almoſt tempt- 
ed to believe him, when we ſee not only the Negligence 
and Inattention, but even the Infidelity, and want of 
Exatineſs, with which it is moſt frequently writ. 

In Fatt, among the prodigious Number of Wri- 
ters of all Kinds, who have attempted it, there are 
abſolutely but a very few who are truly worthy of 
the Altention and Approbation of Men of Senſe, 
This is what Criticks the leaſt ſevere, and the moſt 
judicious, have but tos ſolidly proved. 

To turn to the Ancients ; we reckon but a very few 
Thucydides and Polybius's, among the Greeks ; 
and but a very few Salluſts, Saetonius*s and Tacitus's 
among the Romans. And of the Moderns, for one 
Thuanus, and one Grotius, uh were two in- 
comparable Men, we have Millions of Varrillas's 
and Maimbourgs. They are ſometimes, indeed, 
apreeable Writers ; but, for the moſt Part, def 
titute of the moſt eſſential Qualities, Sincerity and 
Learning, and conſequently very bad Hil!orians : Men 
who are ready, not ouly to publiſh with Pregipita= 


(a) Ocuvres de Þ Abbe de St. Real, tom. III. p. 171. 
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PR E F A C F. 
1 tion the Hiſtory of the firſt Hero that is propoſed t # 
tbem, even while he yet lies publickly expoſed 
upon his Bed of State, as has been judicionſiy ob- 
ſerved (b); but alſo to lye moſt impudently in his 
Favour, either from Intereſt or Spirit of Party, and 
very often from both. | 
tis not without Reaſon, therefore, that Read- 
ers of Underſtanding turn over with Abundance of 
Circumſpection the many hiſtorical Writings that are 
daily publiſhed, even thoſe towards which one would 
imagine they muſt be the moſt favourably diſpoſed 
becauſe this Precaution , and this Diffidence, are 
unbappily but too well founded. 
When Mr. de Voltaire publiſhed his Hiſtory of 
Charles XII, King of Sweden ; the Talents of the 
Author ; the Impartiality, hwas reaſonably ſuppoſed 
o have, with regard to Princes and People from 
whom he had nothing to hope or fear ; the Public 
Proteſtations that he made of his Love of Truth, at 
the Head of bis Work; the illuſtrious Perſons he there 
cites as his Guarantees, and from whom he aſſures 
us he obtained his Memoirs (c); every Thing, in 
a Word, contributed to form the moſt advantageous 
Prejudice in his Favour. His Hiſtory, accordingly, 
was extremely well received, and almoſt univer- 
allyapplauded. But yet, Thing every in it was very far 
from being as true, and as exadt, as could have 
been wiſhed. Not to mention the Obſervations of 
. Meſſieurs de la Motraye and d' Alderfield, you 


(b) J. urnal hiftor. de la Repub, des Lettres, tom. III. p. 152. 

(c) Theſe Perſons were, M. Fabricius, who lived ſeven 
Years in cloſe Familiarity with King Charles XII. and re- 
tired into England a long Time after his Death; M. Croiqhj, 
the French Embaſſador to that Monarch; M. de Fierwille, the 
French Envoy to him in Turkey ; M. de Feriol, Embaſſador to the 
Ottoman Porte ; M. de Ville Longue, a Colonel in. his Service ; 
M. de Poniatowski ; and, in ſhort, ſometimes crowned Heads 
themſelves. See the preliminary. Diſcourſe to his Hiltgry , 
an the French. 3 = 


have 


PREF.A: CE: 


have here the Remarks of a Poliſh Nobleman, and 
perhaps of one of thoſe illuſtrious Guarantees, . with 
whoſe Names Mr. de Voltaire does himſel{ Honour; 
in which many Fatts are related quite differently 
from what we find them in bim; and in ſome Par- 


ticulars, where that Author brings himſelf as a ſort 


of ocular Witneſs of what he relates. 

For Example; M. de Voltaire ſays, p. 172. That 
Poniatowski entered into cloſe Friendſhip with one 
Bru, a Frenchman, who had been Chancellor of the 
French Embaſſy. But our Poliſh Lord remarks 
here, p. 40. That this Friendſhip was with an old 
Hungarian Gentleman, named Ferens Horuat, 
and a Refugee at Conſtantinople. In the ſame 
Page, M. de Voltaire expreſſes himſelf thus One 
who ſeconded Poniatowski's Deſigns with the 
greateſt Abilities, was Fonſeca, a Portugueſe 
Phyſician and Few, whom I knew very well at 
Paris, but who was then ſettled at Conſtantinople. 
But the Poliſh Lord attributes this to a French 
Renegade, the chief Surgeon of the Seraglio, 
whoſe Name was Gin. | 

This ſurpriſing Diverſity is not only remarked 
with reſpect to Perſons, as well in their own Names 
as in the Names of their Countries, but even in 
long and circumſtantial Recitals of Facts: Witneſs, 
among others, that of the Motive which induced 
Charles XII. to renounce Wine for ever, which our 
noble Pole, in p. 3, and 4. in plain Terms aſcribes 
zo the Indecencies that Liquor had made him commit; 


but which M. de Voltaire, p. 26, contents himſelf 


to fay, was owing merely to its over-heating 
Conſtitution, which was already all on fire. 
And witneſs alſo the King of Sweden's pretended 
Letter to the Grand Signior, recited by M. de Vol- 
taire, p. 169, 170; but which our Nobleman, p. 
9. affirms to have been quite otherwiſe ; and that 
Charles XII, the ſworn Enemy of all Flattery, 
ar gs A 2 never 


24 


P R E F A C E. 

never ſigned a Letter ſo full of Vanity and Often» 
tation. Cs „ | 
I is the ſame with" regard to many brilliant 
Touches, and extraordinary Particulars, where- 
with Mr. de Voltaire has thought proper to en- 
rich and adorn his Book; of which not a Word is 
ſaid here, or the little Reality of which is bere 
ſhewn: And the ſame Thing may be alſo ſaid of 
many conſiderable Omiſſions, that have been the 
more carefully ſupplied in the preſent Work, in pro- 
portion as they are eſſential to this Hiſtory. 

We ſhall not detain the Reader with any needleſs 
Encomiums on theſe Remarks. As they are natu- 
rally writ, without any ſtudied Affectation of Stile, 
and with that native Candor, which makes a fa- 
vourable Impreſſion upon every equitable Reader, 
they cannot fail of being agreeably received by the 
Public; eſpecially as they come from a Man of 
Rank and Diſtinftion, who writes as a Cotem- 
porary bat is well informed, not by other Co- 
temporaries, but by his own Eyes; and who might, 
perhaps much more juſtly than Mr. de Voltaire, 
boaſt of having his Information ſometimes from 
crowned Heads, Thus far the Editor. 

The Tranſlator has only to add, that whereas 
in the Orignal References are made to two 
Editions of Mr. de Yoltaire's Hiſtory, that of Baji! 
in 1731, and that of Amſterdam in 1739, it was 
thought ſufficient here to refer to the Amſterdam 
Edition only, as the moſt common in Exgland, 
and to the Engliþ Tranſlation. If any one 
ſhould wonder at ſeeing Mr. de Yoltaires Ori- 
ginal taken Notice of here at all, let him compare 
the Paſſages commented on with the Pages re- 
ferred to in the Engliſh Tranſlation, and he will ſee 
that there was no other Way of juſtifying ſome Va- 
riations from the latter, but by ſending him where 
he may be ſure of finding his Author perfect and 
exact. R E- 
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M. de Yiltaire's Hiſtory 


C HARLES XII. Kingof Pure 


M. de Voltaires Text. 
> 22 of the Amſterdam Edition of 8 Origi- 
nal, 1739. p. 15. of the Engliſh Tranſlation 
in 12-0, the 6th Edition, 1735. 
HRE E powerful Princes, taking 
the Advantage of his(KingCharles's) 
extreme Youth, conſpired his Ruin 
almoſt at the ſame Time. The firſt 
was Frederick IV. King of Den- 
——— . mark, his Couſin: The ſecond, Au- 
guſtus, Elector of Saxony, and King of Poland : 
Peter the Great, Czar of Muſcovy, was the third, 
and the moſt dangerous. | 


| R E M A R K. 
H E Valour of the Sed Nation has 
been acknowledged in all Ages. Their 


Kings ha ve ever been great Warriors, and their 
Reputation has been juſtly eſtabliſhed for a long 
8 . paſt. 


"i B | 55 But, 


+3): 


But, the extreme Youth of Charles XII, his 


Occupations at the Beginning of his Reign, his 
Propenſity to Pleaſures and Diverſions, a pro- 
found Peace which the Swedes had enjoyed for a 
great Number of Years, made the Czar, and the 
Kings of Poland and Denmark, imagine to them- 
ſelves the Facility of depreſſing that Power, and 
making Conqueſts upon it. 

However, as ſome Pretences were neceſſary 
to begin a War, the Czar took up that of not 
having been honourably received in his Paſſage 
through Riga, though he was there incognito : The 
King of Poland found that of the Pata conventa, 
by which he was obliged to take and rejoin to 
Poland, all the Provinces and Countries which 
that Kingdom had loſt ; and Zivonia was one of 
thoſe Provinces : The King of Denmark thought 
to ſtrip the Duke of Holſtein-Gottorp of his E- 
ſtates ; not doubting but the King of Sweden 
would be overwhelmed himſelf, if he attempted 
to ſuccour the Duke, his Relation and Ally. 


Theſe Princes made a very private League a- 


mong themſelves, and took their Meaſures for 
beginning the War; judging, that a young 
Prince without Experience, with Troops ener- 
vated by a long Peace, would be unable to reſiſt 
their Efforts, This was the true Subject of the 
Northern War. 


po M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 52. Engliſh Tranſlation, 


YT 
He determined alſo 1 abſtain from Wine all the 
' teſt of his Life, not, as has been pretended, to 
puniſh himſelf for an Exceſs, which, as they ſay, 
led him into ſome Irregularities, unworthy of him- 
ſelf. Nothing is more falſe than this vulgar Re- 
port. He never ſuffered Wine to get the Maſtery 
| | over 
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(3) 
over his Reaſon, as I have been aſſured by M. de 
Croiſſy, Ambaſſador (of France) at his Court: But 
Nine over-heated his Conſtitution, which was al- 
ready all Fire, He ſoon after left off Beer too, and 
confined himſelf to pure Water. 


R E M A R K. 


3 


HAR L Es the Twelfth's Abſtinence from 

Wine, according to the Report of many 
Perſons, who were, from the earlieſt Youth of 
that Prince, very near his Perſon, was occaſioned 
by the Reproaches of the Queen his Grandmother. 
One Day, when the King came home from 
Hunting, and had drank Wine a little copiouſly 
at Breakfaſt, he went to wait upon the Queen at 
her Dinner, quite tipſy, and beſmeared with the 
Blood of the Be 


but, not caring to liſten to a Correction ſo rough, 
and his Spur being, either with Deſign, or thro® 


Negligence, hung in the Table-Cloth, he went 
out of the Room haſtily, and threw down all the 
Diſhes upon her Majeſty's Clothes. At Dinner- 


Time the next Day, the Queen began to renew 
her Reprimands, reproaching him with his Ex- 


ceſs of Wine. Charles roſe up, went to the Buf- 


fer, ordered a large Glaſs of Wine to be filled 
him, and drank it off to the Queen's Health; 
ſaying at the ſame Time, That, ſince Wine 
had made him deficient in the Reſpect he 
< owed her, it was for the laſt Time in his Life 
that he now drank of it.“ And, in effect, he 
kept his Word, SY 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 54. Engliſh Tranſlation, 
26 


While the little C ountry of Holſtein was thus the 
B3 Seat 


aſts they had killed. The Queen 
reproved him very ſeverely for his Indecency ; 


(4) 


Seat of the War, two Squadrons, one from Eng- 
land, and the other from Holland, appeared in the 


Baltick-Sea. Theſe two States were Guarantees of 
the Treaty of Altena, which the Danes had violated. 


The Intereſt of their Commerce has a long Time en- 
gaged the Engliſh and Dutch, as far as ſhes 6 in their 
Power, to preſerve an equal Ballance among the 
Princes of the North. They joined the young King of 
Sweden, who ſeemed in Danger of being over- 
whelmed by ſo many united Enemies; and ſuccoured 
bim for the ſame Reaſon that the others attacked him, 
becauſe they thought him not in a Condition to defend 


vanes 


R E MA R K. | 

N Acknowledgment for the Support of the 

King of England, Charles XII promiſed that 

Nation, that he would not intermeddle in the 

War with France for a certain Number of Years, 

The Remembrance of this Promiſe very much fa- 

voured the Negociation of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough in Saxony; 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 84. Engliſh Tranflation, 


Charles very ſoon got bis Cannon landed, and 

formed his Army, while the Enemy, blinded by the 
Smoke, were not able io oppoſe bim, except by a 
few Shot Fong at Random. 


: REMARK. ; 
HARLES XII could land only two Re- 


conſiſting of 200 Men, and a Squadron of Cui— 
raſſiers of his own Regiment. It was with this 


Handful of Men that he beat the Enemy. 
| M. de 


giments of Infantry, the Body of Drabans, 


* 
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Mr. de Veltaire's Text. 
Anſterdam Edition, p. ra 16, Engliſh Tranſlation, 


P. 

De King of Sweden at "af arrived before War- 
ſaw, 07 x 5th of May 1702. The Gates Tere 
opened to him upon the firſts Summons. He ſent a- 
way the Poliſh Garriſon, diſmiſſed the City-Guard, 
and every where eſtabliſhed Guards of his own, 
King Auguſtus was then getting togethre his Forces 
at Cracow. He was much . to ſee the 
Cardinal Primate arrive there ? 


> REMARK. 
ARS AW was not fortified, nor was 


there any Garriſon there, The Cardinal - 


continued in the Place of his Reſidence at Louiez, 
and did not go to Cracow. | 


M. de Voltairè's Text. 
Amfterdam Edition, p. 119, 120. Engliſh Tranſ- 
lation, p. 69, 70. 

Charles gained a compleat Victory. — He made 
no Stay upon the Field of Battle, but march'd di- 
rectly to Cracow. — He departed from that City 
in the Reſolution of purſuing Auguſtus without 
Intermiſſion, But ſome Miles from the City his 
Horſe fell with bim, and broke his Thigh. They 
were obliged to carry him back to Cracow, where 


he remained for ſix Weeks in the Hands of his 


rw 
REMARK. 

E ſtaid eight Days on the Field of Battle; 

then left al the Wounded in the Caſtle of 

Pinczow, at the Diſtance of a League from the 


ſaid Field: Afterwards he marched to Cracow, 
where 
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(6) 
where he broke his Leg, and continued there 
the Time mentioned, for a Cure. 


Mr. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 123. Engliſh Tranſlation, 
72. 

Charles, having augmented bis Troops with ſix 
Thouſand Horſe, — march*'d againſt the Saxon 
Army, — which ſhunned his Approach, and re- 
tired towards Pruſſia. 


R E MA R K. | 

H E fix Thouſand Men of whom the Author 

ſpeaks, brought from Pomerania by General 
Count Guldenſterna, were ſent back from whence 
they came. In their March, a Party of Poles, com- 
manded by, Colonel Kzevorw/zz, fell upon a De- 
tachment of two Hundred Horſe, and made them 
Priſoners. Upon this News the King of Sweden, 
who had ſtopped at Lubnice in the Palatinate of 
Sendomir, to get more perfectly recovered of his 
Fall, diſpatched Count Poniatowski to General 
Lubomirski, with Orders to tell him, That if 
© he did not ſend back the two Hundred Men 
© that had been carried off, he would cauſe all his 
< Eſtates to be ravaged, and laid in Aſhes.“ This 
had its Effect, and the Priſoners were all delivered, 


Mr. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 120, 121. Engliſh Tranſ- 
lation, p. 70. = 
In this ſhort Interval, Auguſtus aſſembles firſt 
at Mariembourg, then at Lublin, all the Orders 
of the Kingdom, who had been before convoked at 
Sendomir, — He there regained almoſt all their 
Minds by Preſents and Promiſes, and by that Afa- 
bility, which is ſo neceſſary to abſolute Kings to win 
| | their 


tn 
their Subjefs Affettions, and to elective Kings b0 
preſerve their Authority. 


REMARK. 

ERE a Circumſtance, very neceſſary for 

the clearing up of the Hiſtory, is omitted. 
The Deputies of Great Poland, upon a Suſpicion 
of their being in the Intereſt of the King of Swe- 
den, were not admitted to give their Votes in 
the Diet of Lublin. In the Dietine of Report, 
an Aſſembly uſually held after the Diet, they ex- 
aggerated the Affront given to the Palatinates; 
and the Invaſion made on their Liberty, Ani- 
mated, moreover, and ſupported by the Swedes, 
they entered into a Confederacy, by which they 
engaged to maintain King Auguſtus upon the 
Throne, Salvis juribus pactorum conventorum ; a 
Clauſe that was very liable to Criticiſm, and a 
doubtful Interpretation, if the King had taken 
notice of it. This Confederacy, calling in other 


Palatinates to join that of Great Poland, advanced 


towards Yarſaw, where, in the Aſſembly con- 
voked by the Cardinal, the Exvinculation of their 
Obedience to the King of Poland was publiſhed. 


Mr. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 120, & ſeq. Engliſh 
Tranſlation, p. 84, & /z. 

When the Primate of Poland knew that 
Charles XII had nominated the Palatine Lec- 
zinski, in the ſame arbitrary Manner that Alex- 
ander nominated Abdolominus, he immediately 
 wwited on his Majeſty, to endeavour to make him 

change his Reſolution, and transfer the Crown to 
one en * But what, ſays the Conqueror, 
bave you to objet againſt Staniſlaus Leczin- 
. ſki?” © Sir, ſays the Primaie, be is too young. 
The King replied, He is much about my 

Ape, 


(0: 
Age,“ turned bis back upon the Prelate, and imme- - 
doth ſent Count Hoorn to ſignify to the Aſſembly at 
Warſaw, that they muſt elef a King in five Days, 
and that the Election muſt fall on Staniſlaus Leczin- 
fki. Count Hoorn arrived the 7th of July, and fix- 
ed the Day of Eleftion to the 12th, as if he had 
ordered the Decampment of a Battalion. — The 
Biſhop of Poſnania put an End to the Aſſembly by 
declaring, in the Name of the Diet, Staniſlaus e- 
lected King of Poland. Charles, who had mixed 
with the G owd, was the firſt to cry out Vivat. All 
the Hats flew. up into the Air, and the Noiſe of the 
Acclamations quite ſtifled the Cries cf the Op- 


Joſers. 


RE MARX. 
T was Count Hoorn, Ambaſſador of Sweden 
to the Aſſembly at War/aw, who demanded 
of the Cardinal the Election of a Candidate to 
the Throne of Poland. The Cardinal's Propo- 
ſitions, and the Anſwer he received to them, were 
conformable to the Author's Relation. 

For a long Time before this, the Cardinal had 
wiſhed to ſee his Couſin Towz:anski (now great 
Chamberlain of the Crown, and actually reſiding 
privately at Paris) married to the Daughter of the 
Great General of the Crown Lubomirski, The Pro- 
poſal had been hitherto rejected; but was now, in 
the preſent Situation of Affairs, accepted of, 
through the Iuterpoſition of the Palatine of 
Poſnania. 

The Cardinal, vexed that the King had ex- 
preſſed himſelf ſo poſitively with regard to the 
Choice of a Candidate, endeavoured, but in vain, 
to make him change his Sentiments in favour of 
the Father-in-Law of his Relation. 

The Time of Convocation expired, and the 
King preſſed on the Election upon the Day fix- 
ed by the Cardinal's Univer/alia, The 


(9) 


The King of Sweden was not preſent, as the 


Author ſays, in the Field of Election; nor was 
any one of his Deputies there: He ſtaid in his 
Camp three Leagues from Warſaw. 


Eo M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 150. Engliſh Tranſlation, 
p. . 

Charles, accompanied L King Staniſlaus, went 
in queſt of his Enemy (Auguſtus) at the Head of the 
beſt Part of his Troops. The Saxon Army fled every 
where before him.— Succeſſes became too familiar to 
him. He ſaid it was rather Hunting than Fighting, 
and complained that he could not purchaſe a Vic- 
For y. 


| REMARK. 
1 HE King of Sweden, at his Return from Leo- 
pol, found King Auguſtus at Varſaw. Charles 
encamped at Prag, on the other Side of the Vi- 
tula; and theſe two Princes, ſeparated by the Ri- 
ver, often took a View of each other, and once even 
ſpoke together, each being on his own Side of the 
River. 
The Preparations which the King of Sweden 
made for building a Bridge, occaſioned the King 
of Poland to quit Warſaw, to keep out of his 


Way. 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 151. Engliſh Tranſlation, 
t. 

Count r a very able Genera! 
made War with Addreſs, and the two Kings with 
Vivacity. — After many Stratagems and Counter- 
marches, — the Swedes fell upon the Saxons with 
their uſual Impetuoſity bo waited for them unſhaken. 
e=2>cawmllenbourg gave . at laſt; but bis Troops 

Were 


(16) 


dere not broken, = and the Saxons croſſed the 
Oder upon Plants, under Favour of the Nigbt. 


R E MAR K. 


T HE King of Sweden made incredible Ex- 


pedition, with ſeven Regiments of Dra- 
goons, to follow the Saxons : It was then that he 


attacked General Schullenbourg at the Diſtance of 


a League from the Frontiers of Silea. The 


Swedes entered into the Enemies Square; but they 


did not avail them of that Advantage, becauſe of 
the Obſcurity of the Night, which permitted 
General Schullenbourg to make an honourable Re- 
treat, and ſave his Troops. 255 

The King of Sweden, at Break of Day; went 
in purſuit of his Enemies; but, perceiving that 
they had already paſſed the River, he turned 
back to re- enter Poland, and put himſelf firſt in- 
to Winter Quarters. 

Two Hundred unfortunate Cofſacks, of Gene- 
ral Schullenbourg*s Army, being ſurpriſed in a Vil- 
lage by the Swedes, attempted to defend them- 
ſelves in the Houſes; but the Houſes in the mean 
Time taking Fire, ſome of them were burned, 

and the reſt put to the Sword, 


MN. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 157, & ſeq. Engliſh 
Tranſlation, p. 97, & /#. 

Stanſliaus prepared for his Coronation, which was 
quietly and pompouſly performed October the 4th, 
1705, in the City of Warſaw, notwithſtanding 
it had been the Cuſtom in Poland to crown their 
Kings at Cracow, — Charles XII was preſent at 
this Ceremony Incognito, as he had been at the Elec- 
tion; the only Fruit he reaped from his Con- 


ueſts, 
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(17 ) 
X7 HEN the Day of King Staniſſaus's Co- 
ronation drew near, the King of Sweden 
ſent before him two Regiments of Horſe, com- 
manded by the Colonels Nirod and Burnſchild, to 
take Poſt at Yarſaw. 

Five Thouſand Saxons, under the Command 
of General Patkul, and a Party of Poliſh Troops, 
making together near 12,000 Men, paſſed the 
Viſtula, and attacked the Swedes. Theſe not only 
defended themſelves, but defeated the Enemy,took 
General Pattul, and forced the Poles to repaſs the 
Viſtula by ſwimming. 

King Staniſlaus arrived at Warſaw ſome Days 
after this Action, as did alſo the King of Sweden; 
and the Coronation ſoon followed. 

Before he ſet out from Ravitz for Y/arſ/aw, the 
King of Sweden ordered Count Pontatowſki to ſelect 
two hundred Swedes, to form a Body-Guard for 
King Staniſlaus, under Command of that Count. 

While the Ceremony of the Coronation was 
performing at Warſaw, the Czar aſſembled his 
Troops at Grodno, in Conjunction with King 
Auguſtus. The King of Sweden, being informed 
of this, marched with King Staniſlaus, in the 
Depth of Winter, to attack them. 

The Muſcovites had fortified themſelves at 
Grodno, and entrenched up to the Teeth. Forty 
thouſand Infantry, ſupported by the Preſence of 
two Monarchs, were there ſhut up. But the Czar 
and King Auguſtus retired, at the unexpected Ap- 
proach of the King of Sweden, and left all their 
Infantry to themſelves. 

The King of Sweden came before the Place two 
Days aſter ; but the ſevere Froſts, and ſuch a nu- 


merous Garriſon, on the one Hand, and a preci- 


pitate March, which had extremely fatigued the 


Swediſh Troops, added to the Want of Provi- 


6-3 ſions, 


. 
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(12) 
ſions, on the other, obliged Charles XII to put 
into Quarters, and diſperſe his Troops for twelve 
Leagues round, in expectation of a more proper 
Seaſon for the Attack. 

No ſooner did it begin to thaw, but the Muſ- 
eovites decamped from Grodno, and took their 
Route, by long Marches, through Poleſia towards 
Volbinia; a Way that was croſſed by many Ri- 
vers, and full of almoſt impaſſable Moraſſes. 

The King of Sweden, having received Informa- 
tion of it, purſued them, not without incredible 
Pains, in a Seaſon ſo diſagreeable that his Men 
marched up to their Knees in Mud. He pierced 
quite into Volbinia; but, ſeeing his March was 
fruitleſs, and that, in a Country ſo vaſt, his Pur- 
ſuit would have been endleſs, he made a Halt 
there to repoſe his Troops, which were extremely 
fatigued. He came up at laſt with the Rear- 
Guard of the Enemy, and defeated it ; but the 
Groſs of their Army eſcaped, It was here he took 
the Reſolution, in order to put an end to the 
War, to march directly into Saxony. 

This Project was executed, after a faint Oppo- 
ſition from the Saxons, in which they were defeat- 
ed. It was this that obliged King Auguſtus to ſend 
two of his Miniſters, Imbof and Fingſtein, to the 
Conqueror, to ſue for Peace, which was granted 
him on very heavy Conditions, that are known 
to all the World. General Schullenbourg had been 
Juſt before defeated by Count Reinſcbild, who ſtaid 
behind in Great Poland with a Body of 8,000 
Men. | | 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 199. Engliſh Tranſla- 
tion, 123. 
Charles had given his Word in 1100, not io in- 
termedale in the War of Lewis XIV with the * 
. ut 


| (13) | 
But the Duke of Marlborough did not believe there 


was a Prince ſo much a Slave to his Word, as not 
to ſacrifice it to his Grandeur and Intereſt. 


R E MA R K. 
HAR LES XII, having learned the Un- 
eaſineſs of the Duke of Marlborough, on his 
being unable to diſcover whether that King's In- 
tentions were to unite with France; his Majeſty or- 
dered Baron Gortz to tell the Duke, that he re- 
membered his Word given in 1700, and that the 


Time was not yet come for him to meddle with 
their War. 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 215, 216. Engliſh Tran- 
flation, p. 133. 

The King of Sweden, in the midſt of his victo- 
rious March, received a ſolemn Embaſſy from the 
Turks.—The Ambaſſador preſented Charles with 
an hundred Swediſh Soldiers, who, baving been 
taken by the Calmucks, and ſold into Turkey, were 
redeemed by the Grand Seignior, and now ſent by 
that Emperor to the King, as the moſt agreeable 
Preſent he could make bim. 


R E MA R K. 

E RE the Author is miſtaken: For it was 
not the Turkiſh Ambaſſador, who preſent- 
ed the King with Slaves made by the Muſcovites ; 
but it was the King of Sweden, who, when he 
had taken Leopol, found there an hundred Turk- 
z/þ Slaves, taken formerly in their Wars with the 
Poles, and gave them their Liberty, a Sum of 
Money, magnificent Habits, and an Eſcorte to 
the Frontiers of Turkey. 


The 
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(14) 

The Turkiſh Ambaſſador offered the King afi 
Alliance with his Maſter. But, whether that 
Prince thought himſelf fufficiently ſtrong alone 
to finiſh his War with the Czar,. or whether 
he was perſuaded, by the Repreſentations of the 
Clergy about him, that it was not proper to make 
an Alliance with the Enemies of Chriſtianity, he 
contented himſelf with ſending back the Ambaſ- 
ſador loaded with Preſents, without giving him a 
Word of Anſwer to his Propoſitions, 


Mr. de Voltaires Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 233, 234."Engliſþ Tran- 
ſlation, p. 1 

They found a Body of Muſcovites advancing to- 
wards the other Side 4 the River. The King was 
aſtoniſhed ; but reſolved immediately to paſs the 
Deſna,and attack the Enemy. The Banks of thisRiver 
were ſo teep,that they were obliged to let down the Sol- 
diers with Cords. — The Body of Muſcovites, which 
arrived at the ſame Time, were not above eight 
thouſand Men; ſo that they made but ſmall 
Reſiſtance, and this Obſtacle was alſo ſurmounted. 


REMARK. 

Wenty thouſand Ryans were entrenched 
T on the Banks of the ſaid River, which 
were very marſhy. The King paſſing over on 
Foot, at the Head of his Regiment of Guards, 
attacked them, forced their Entrenchment, and 
drove the Enemies quite into a thick Wobd, 
which lay behind them. | 
As the Swedes, in paſſing the River, could pre- 
ſerve no more than that one Charge which was 
in their loaded Fuſils, the Reſt of their Ammu- 
nition being ſo wetted, that they could not uſe 
the Powder ; it was with Sword in Hand, and at 
the Pike's End, that they fought, In this 8 
& 


(15 ) 


the greãteſt Part of the Officers being killed or 


en the King ſeeing Count Guldenſterna 


fall, the only Officer that commanded à Bat- 
talion, put himſelf at the Head of it, Sword 
in Hand, and charged the Enemies Battalions. 
Upon this the Soldiers cried out aloud, begging 
the King to retire; aſſuring him, that they 
would perform their Duty by themſelves: But 
that Prince would not liſten to them, and fi- 
niſhed the Victory by his own Valour and Intre- 
idity. | 
l Prince Menzikoff was come up with ten thou- 
ſand Dragoons, to ſupport the Infantry. An 
hundred and fifty of the King of Sweden's Dra- 
bans, a Squadron of an hundred and twenty five 
Horſe of the Regiment of Cuiraſſiers, and a Squa- 
dron of the Body Dragoons, which had found a 
Paſſage at ſome Diſtance, attacked Prince Men- 
zikoff, ranged as he was in Order of Battle, 


ſo briskly, that they broke his Ranks, and drove 


him into the Wood. 

In this Action fell General Vrangel, Com- 
mander of the Drabans, ſixty five of his Men, 
a hundred Dragoons, and as many of the little 
Troop of Swedi/> Horſe ; having the Glory, 
in Death, to have beaten and drove before them 
ſo many thouſand Enemies. 


But ſuch Actions as theſe were nothing new a- 


mong the Swedes. Count Rein/child, for Example, 


being then in the Palatinate of Sendomir, detached 


Major Wolfrath with three hundred Cavalry to 
the Diſtance of a League and a half from the 
Army. Some-thoufands of the Saxon and Poli/h 
Troops, who had agreed to try their Fortune on 
Reinſcbiid himſelf, fell in with Major Wolſtrath, 

and quite ſurrounded him. This Scediſb Officer, 


ſeeing no Poſſibility of his being ſuccoured, re- 


ſolved bravely to make his way out of the En- 
cloſure, 


| 
| 


peared at the Head of fifty thouſand Men. 


(16) 
cloſure,” in which he was hemmed up. Having 
divided his Men into ſmall Troops, that he 


might extend them the more, he fell deſperately 
upon the Enemy's Body, had the good Fortune 


to make his way thro' it, and retired to the 


Camp with a hundred and twenty Men, the reſt 
having been killed; and of theſe hundred and twen- 
ty who came off, there was not one without a Wound, 
the Major having the ſame Fate as the reſt. 

- An Action ſo bold made the Enemy coolly re- 
flect, and retire without attempting any Thing 
againſt Reinſchild. We muſt do this Juſtice to 
the Valour of the Swediſd' Nation, to own, 
that an Officer needed no more than to look be- 
hind him; provided he paid them with his Pre- 
ſence, he was ſure of being followed by his 
Troops in the greateſt Dangers. 

The King of Sweden, with ſo many fine 
Qualities, had another yet that was very laudable. 
He never made an Officer accountable for the 
Event of an Action ; provided he had done his 
Duty, whether he had beat or woe beaten, he 
was rewarded. Witneſs Lieutenant- Colonel 
Kreyts, who being commanded, with eight hun- 
dred Horſe,to ſome Leagues Diſtance from Thorn, 
was ſurprized and defeated by the Enemies, after 
he had fought well and made a good Defence. 
At his Return from this Action he was made a 
Colonel. No Officer was ever advanced, but 
according to his Merit, 


Mr. de Voltaire's Text. | 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 235, & ſeq. Engliſb Tran- 
> ſlation, p. 145. | 
General Levenhaupt had already paſſed the Bo- 
riſthenes above Mohilow, and was advanced 
twenty Leagues into the Ukrania. — The Czar ap- 
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W 
H E Boriſthenes about Mobilot, does not make 
| the Frontier of Poland; the Palatinate of Mici- 
ſlaw extends farther, to within ſome Leagues of 
Smolensko. 

The Czar, having paſſed the Boriſthenes, ſet 
every Thing on Fire, and burned above thirty 
Leagues of the Country, as well of that belonging 
to Poland as of his own, to deprive the Swedes of 
all Subſiſtence, and hinder the Purſuit. 

After ſome Days March, not one of which 
paſſed without ſome Action with the Enemies, 
which had no other Effect than to leſſen the Num- 
ber of the Swedes, though the Advantage was al- 
5 8 on their Side, the King being abſolutely 
deſtitute of Proviſions, was obliged to ſlacken 


a Purſuit that would have entirely ruined him, 


and took the Reſolution to turn back, in order 
to throw himſelf into Muſcovite Ukrania, a fer- 
tile and plentiful Country; eſpecially as he had 
a good Underſtanding with Mazeppa, General 
of the Cofſacks, who promiſed, by a private 
Correſpondence which he kept up with the King, 
to ſubmit to him, with all his Country, and fa- 
vour his Expedition, 

As the Ukrania is ſeparated from Poland by 
the River So, and a very thick Foreſt about 
thirty Leagues in length, interſected with a Num- 
ber of Moraſſes, the King ordered out aDetachment 
of five Thouſand Men, under the Command of 
Major-General Lager-Crona, his Aid-de-Camp 
General, with the Flower of the SubaltermOffcers, 
to advance before the Army, make a Bridge 
upon that River, open the Paſſage of the Fo- 
reſt, and haſten to take Poſſeſſion of a Poſt caj- 
led Poczop, the only Way by which his Enemies 
could penetrate into Ukrania, But this e 

P J 


(18) 
by a Fatality of one Side, and by his own Fault 
and Negligence on the other, not having taken 
ſufficient Care to furniſh himſelf with good Guides; 
this General, I ſay, after having paſſed the Ri- 


ver, inftead of marching towards Poczop, took, 
at the Entrance of the Foreſt, a quite contrary 


Way, above thirty Leagues to the Right. 
Some Days after, the King, being arrived; at the 
Entrance of the Foreſt, perceived the Fault of La- 


ger-Crona: But ſuppoſing that he ſhould ſomewhere 


find a Way out, he followed the right Road, 
which led towards Poczop, not without a Thou- 
ſand Difficulties, being obliged to ſtop every 
Moment, to make Bridges, and fell the Trees 
that blocked up the Way, Ten moſt laborious 
and fatiguing Days March entirely ruined ' the 
Cavalry, and the greateſt Part of the Baggage 
was ſwallowed up. The Horſes had nothing 
to live on but the Leaves of Trees, nor the Men 
but a little Biſcuit and Roots, | 

When they came out of the Foreſt, three Hun- 
dred Horſe of the firſt Regiment of Cavalry 
were commanded to ſeize the ſaid Paſſage of Poc- 
zop. But the Muſcovites, perceiving the King's 
Deſign, prevented us, and detached a large Body 
of their Army, who floated all the Country, 
and ſecured the Fidelity of the Inhabitants. 

The King, ſeeing himſelf under a Neceſſity 
of giving his Army Reſt, and being willing to 
wait for News of General Lager-Crona, made a 


_ Halt for fifteen Days at the firſt Villages he met 


in his Way, in which his Men found a great A- 
bundance of Grain, and Plenty of Cattle, but not 
a ſingle Man; the Muſcovites driving away the 
Inhabitants of all Places through which the Swedes 
were to march, 


„ 
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(19) 

The Author ſpeaks of Propoſitions of Peace, 
* made by the Czar: But it was while the King 
was yet in Saxony, that a French Officer, named 
Morel de Carriere, a Colonel in the Czar's Service, 
made the Propoſitions he ſpeaks of; offering the 
Swediſh Monarch all Satisfaction, except that the 
Czar would keep Petersburgh and Wiburgh, The 
King would have accepted theſe Propoſitions, on 
Condition that Petersburgh ſhould be entirely 
razed, becauſe he had in reality a Deſign to lend 
France a Hand, when the Time of his Promiſe 
made to the King of England was expired. But 
the Czar, having in view the Eſtabliſhmeat of a 
Marine; and the King, on his Part, ſeeing the 
Danger of that Eſtabliſhment, and that the Czar, 
who could build Ships with much more Faci- 
lity than himſelf, would become Maſter of the 
Baltic Sea, and render his Navy ſuperior to 
that of Sweden, he could never conſent to leave 
in his Hand thoſe two Places which I have juſt 


now mentioned, 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 239, Cc. Engliſh Tranſ- 
lation, p. 147. 

Levenhaupt, after having ſuſtained five Battles 
againſt fifty Thouſand Enemies, ſwam over the Soſſa, 
followed by the five Thouſand Men he had left alive, 
of whom the Wounded were carried over on Floats, 
The Czar loft above twenty Thouſand Men in theſe 
hve Engagements, in which he had the Glory of 
conquering the Swedes, and Levenhaupt the Reputa- 
tion of diſputing the Victory, and of retreating with- 
out being broken at laſt. He then came to his Maſter's 


Camp, &c. 


* Pag. 224. Of the Tranſlation, p. 138. 
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WY SY WH GS - 

HERE might be a great many Obſerva- 
tions made in the Interval between the laſt 
Remark and this: But, as they are not of any 
great Conſequence, we paſs them over, to come 
ts General Levenbaupt, who, after his Action with 
the Czar, falling into the Foreſt upon Lager- 
Crona's Rout, followed and came up with 

him. 

The King at laſt had ſome Tidings of Ta- 
ger-Crona, and march'd to join him, being al- 
ways engaged with the Enemy in ſlight Skir- 
miſhes, without any deciſive Action. 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 239, 240—246, Engliſh 
Tranſlation, p. 152— 158. 

We King of Sweden jaw himſel thus without 
Proviſions, his Communication with Poland cut of 
by Enemies who ſurrounded him, in the midſt of a 
Country where he had no Reſource but his Courage. 
In this Extremity, be did not aſſemble a Council of 
War, as many Relations have given out ; but, in 
the Night between the 7th and 8th of July, he ſent 
for Field Marſhal Renchild into his Tent,and ordered 
him, without Deliberation, and without Uneaſineſs, 
zo prepare to attack the Czar the next Morning. 
Renchild d4:d not diſpute bis Maſter's Will, but 
went out with a Reſolution to obey him, Then fol- 
lows the Deſcription of the Battle, which may be 
read in the Author. | 


R E M A RK. 
N this Manner they found themſelves advan- 
ced into the Enemy*s Country. 'The ſmall Cities 
and Villages being pretty diſtant from one ano- 
ther, it was neceſſary a little to extend the Quar- 
ters, 


' (at) | 
ters, in order to ſubſiſt the Troops. General 
Daldorf, with two Regiments of Foot, was at 


Hadziacz, above ſix German Leagues from the 


reſt of the Army. The Muſcovites, thinking to 
ſurprize and carry him off, advanced by very long 
Stages; and the King, without reflecting on the 
exceſſive Cold, marched to ſupport him. This 
March very much ruined his Army. During 
three whole Days in which they were expoſed to 
the Inclemency of the Weather, not only the 
Men, but the Horſes, the Cattle, and even Birds, 
died with Cold. The Soldiers, however, did not 
want either Coats or Hoſe, as ſome Body has 
made our Author believe. | 

The Day that the King was wounded, the 
Muſcovites began to paſs the River Worskla, two 
Leagues off of Pultowa. There Field-Marſhal 
Reinſchild committed an unpardonable Fault: For, 


having all his Cavalry ranged in order of Battle, 


nothing was more eaſy than for him to cut off the 
Enemies in the River, 1n, proportion as they came 


over; whereas, without ſtriking a Stroke, he 


let them paſs, and intrench themſelves up to che 
Chin, All the Reaſon he gave for this was, that 
he was unwilling to run any Hazard, for fear of 
expoſing the King's Perſon ; and that he thought 
it the ſafeſt Way to draw up the Troops, and cover 
his Majeſty's Quarters. | 

The King was very angry at the ſuperfluous and 
ill-timed Precautions of the Field-Marſhal ; but, 
not being able himſelf toexamine the Situation of 
the Ground, nor to make any Diſpoſition there- 
on, he was obliged to leave all to his Gene- 
ral. 

In the mean Time the Muſcovites intrenched 
themſelves ; and advancing by Degrees, hemm'd 
us in with Lines and Redoubts, continuing todo 
ſo for ſeven Days. The King, though very ill 
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(22) 
of his Wound, had Word brought him of the 
State of Things ; and not thinking it proper to 
be blocked up by the Enemies under the Cannon 
of their Fortreſs, determined with himſelf that it 
was neceſſary to give Battle, and attack the E- 
nemy, without waiting to be attacked by them. 
His Orders were given the ſame Evening, and 
the whole Diſpoſition made. 

Two thouſand Men guarded the Trench ; 
twelve hundred Dragoons were with the Baggage: 
Thoſe who had been detached three, four, or five 
Leagues off, to procure Proviſions for the Army, 
amounting to about fifteen hundred Horſe, con- 
tinued where they were, Field-Marſhal Rein/- 
child, who was divided a League from the gene- 
ral Quarters, was to be ready a Quarter of an 
Hour before Day, at the right Wing of the E- 
nemies, to fall on their Flank, at the ſame Time 
that the Infantry attacked them in Front. Four 
and twenty Men were ordered to carry the King 
in his Litter, that they might relieve one another. 

Three Hours before Day, the King marched 
with his Infantry, and finding himſelf at firſt 
Dawn of Day preciſely within Muſket-Shot be- 
fore the Enemies Lines, who were at work with 
all Diligence, he attacked them, and forced ſeve- 
ral Redoubts at the Head of thoſe Lines. After 
an Action of above an Hour, not without very 
great Loſs, the Enemies gave Way, and began 
to retire, and the Swedes to purſue them. 

The Swediſh Cavalry, having miſtook their 
Way in the Night, did not come up till after the 
Enemies had given Way. 

Now there happened another Misfortune. Ma- 
jor-General Roos remained upon the Field of 
Battle, with ſix Battalions, to 4 Poſſeſſion of 
ſeveral Redoubts which the Enemies had abandon- 
ed, and in which there were ſome Cannon, = 
| the 
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the mean Time, the Field-Marſhal Reinſchild 


rode up, and made the Infantry halt, to give 
Time for General Roos to rejoin the Army. The 
Cavalry, which had not yet been engaged, kept, 
as it had marched, in Columns, making the ſecond 
Line. This unfortunate Halt occaſioned the E- 
nemies to halt too, and gave them Time to reco- 
ver from the Diforder in which they had retreated 
towards the River, to repaſs it. When they 
came to themſelves, and found they were purſued 
but by a Handful of Men, in Proportion to their 
own numerous Troops, they began to form 
themſelves, and range in Order of Battle, and 
to put themſelves in Motion towards the Swedes, 
The King, heartily vexed to ſee the Battle in- 
terrupted, when it was already more than half 
gained, and obſerving the Motion of the Ene- 
mies, ſent, Time after Time, to the Field- 
Marſhal, to demand the Reaſon why he conti- 
nued ſo ſtill, while the Enemies advanced on 
them ? But this General, who on other Occaſions 
had ſhewn both Prudence and Valour, was ſo at 
a Loſs here, that he did nothing but run from 
one Side to the other, without giving one neceſ- 
ſary Order. He came at laſt up to the King, to 


tell him that the Enemies advanced, and that he 


was going to attack them; to which the Kin 

anſwered, that © it being impoſſible for him to 
act himſelf, he left him at Liberty to do what 
he thought proper. But, added he, the Loſs 
© of Time does us a great Prejudice.” Upon 
this the Field- Marſhal left the King, and made 
the Infantry wheel about to the Right, in order to 
face the Enemy, whom he advanced to attack, 

without ranging his Cavalry on his Wings to 


extend his Line, and hinder their falling upon 
him in Flank. 


The 


G Fs 
| j 


(424) 

The Muſcovites, taking the Advantage of the 
Swediſh General's wrong Diſpoſition, through 
Means of that recovered the Day; and, after one 
or two Diſcharges, intirely ſurrounded theSwwedi/þ 
Infantry, leaving the Horſe to ſtraggle to the 
Right and Left in Diſorder. 

In the Attack of the Enemies Lines and Re- 
doubts, the Litter, in which the King was car- 
red, was both ſhattered and repaired again under 
their Fire. Of the twenty-four Men who were 
ſelected to carry it, only three were left alive, 
and they were obliged to put two Horſes in their 
Room. The King all the while followed the 
Order of the Battle, and was often at the Head 
or in the Midſt of the Battalions. When the 
Action was renewed, and the Infantry were all 
hemmed in, his Majeſty was in the ſame Situ- 
ation as the reſt, 

I leave *5 the Author the reſt of the Relation 


of the Battle, and will only remark, that the 


Swedes, in this Action, did not amount to above 
fourteen thouſand Men, excluſive of thoſe who 
remained in the Trenches, with the Baggage, c. 
The Czar had above fourſcore thouſand of regu- 
lar Troops, with a Train of a hundred and fifty 
Pieces of Cannon; whereas the Swedi/b Artillery 
was with the Baggage, they having no Ammu= 
nition to ſupply it. 

The King of Sweden's Retreat towards the 
Boriſthenes was not ſo precipitate as has been pre- 


tended. Thoſe who eſcaped from the Battle with 


his Majeſty, the Detachment that guarded the 
Baggage, the Train of Artillery, and moſt of the 
Country People who had furniſhed his Army with 
Proviſions, compoſed this Retreat. Their firſt 
March was only two Leagues, to Schandarow, 
where lay Meyerfeldi's Regiment of Dragoons, to 


form a Magazine of Proviſions, Here they * 
| "4 
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all Night, and tlie next Day marched only three 
Leagues to Bielti, to pick up five hundred Dra- 
goons, commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel Funk, 


who had been alſo detached in order to get in Pro- 


viſions. They had two Days March more to the 
Boriſthenes, which they made pretty much at their 
Eaſe, and without any great Hurry; ſo that the 
King did not arrive on the Banks of that River 
till the fourth Day after the Loſs of the Battle. It 
was there that the greateſt Part of the Svediſh Ca- 
valry came up with us. 3 
The real Cauſe and Ground of this ſiow March, 
was, amongſt other Things, the King's Magna- 
nimity; which induced him to give Time to the 
Country People, who were with his Baggage on 


the Day of the Battle, to retire by Degrees, to 


cover them as he went along, and prevent their 
falling into the Hands of the Muſcovites. 
When they were on the Bank of the Boriſthenes, 
the King got Information from Mazeppa, which 
was the Road that led towards the Crimea, and 


which went to Bender; and was in ſome Doubt 


which of them to chuſe. 

His Inclination was to take the former, in or- 
der to reſt his Troops, and becauſe there was 
only one ſmall River to croſs that Way: But 
Mazeppa's Advice determined him for the other. 
As he pretended to know the Country, and com- 

uted only five Days Journey acroſs the Defar 

fore they arrived on the Frontiers of Poland, 
this made the King alter his Intention, and reſolve 
to take that Route. But, as all could not paſs the 
Boriſthenes, they having but one Boat made of a 
hollowed Tree, the firſt Care was to convey over 
the King, Mazeppa, and his Eſcorte of three 
hundred Horſe, the Wounded, and the reſt of 
the Drabans, The King made Mazeppa's Coſſacks 

paſs over firſt, | 
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As for the Cavalry, and the reſt of the Men 
eſcaphd from the Battle, it was the King's Deſign 
to ſend them towards the Crimea. He ordered 
before him the two Generals Levenbaupt and 
Kreutz, and told the firſt, that he muſt follow him, 
as a Man proper for any Service, and therefore 
very neceſſary in their preſent Situation; that he 


knew his great Capacity, either for War or for 


the Cabinet; To Kreutz he left the Conduct of 
all thoſe who could not paſs the Boriſtbenes, with 
Orders to march towards the Crimea; to carry 
with him all the Cheſts of Money, in order to 
ſubſiſt the Troops among the Tartars; to burn 
the Carriages, and to throw the Cannon into the 
River. 

He choſe to give this Command to General 
Kreutz, becauſe, beſides his Valour, which his 


Majeſty well knew, he was ſure in him of a blind 


Obedience to his Will, and that he would follow 
his Orders exactly according to the Letter. | 
But Count Levenbaupt, having ſo many gallant 


Actions before his Eyes, and having had the good 


Fortune to beat the Muſcovites ſeveral Times, 
ſollicited warmly that his Majeſty would confer 
on him this Command. The King could not re- 
fuſe his Requeſt, and ſo left theſe two Generals 
with the Cavalry, and the other Remains of the 
Army. | | 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 261. Engliſh Tranſla- 
| tion, p. 161. 
While the ſhattered 3 of the Army % were 
in this Extremity, Prince Menzikoff came up with 
ten thouſand Horſe, having each a Foot-Soldier be- 


hind him,—The Prince ſent @ Trumpet to the Swe- 
diſh General, to offer him a Capitulation. Four 


General Officers were immediately ſent by Leven- 
| haupt, 


* 
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haupt, to receive the Laws of the Conqueror.—The 
Capitulation was ſettled, and this whole Army were 
made Priſoners of War. Some of the Soldiers, 
grown deſperate at thei falling into the Hands of 
the Maſcovites, threw themſelves into the Boriſ- 
thenes. Two Officers of Troutfetre's Regiment 
killed themſelves upon the Spot. The reſt were 
made Slaves, | ; 


2 | amide cans a 


R E MA RK. J 
8 C ARC E had the King paſſed the River, 
N before Prince Menzitaff appeared at the 
Head of fifteen thouſand Men, with a great Sougd 
of Drums, Kettle-Drums, and Trumpets; will- 
ing to have it thought, that the whole Muſcovile 
Army was in purſuit of the Vanquiſhed, He 
immediately ſent a Summons to the Swedj/ Ge- 
neral, requiring him to furrender at Diſcretion; 
ordering him to' be told, that the Czar his Maſter 
was arrived, with all his victorious Troops; that 
he had it in his Option either to periſh or ſubmit ; 
and that, if he did the latter, they might perhaps 
ſhew him ſome Favour. * | 
If Levenhaupt had. been informed of the Num- 
ber of the Enemies, he would without Doubt 
have given them Battle : But, contrary to the 
common Rule and Cuſtom among the Swedes, he 
called together the Colonels and Officers of ſupe- 
rior Rank, to hold a Council of War upon the 
Courſe they had to take. The Opinions were 
divided: Some were for fighting, others for ca- 
pieulating 3 and the Plurality of theſe latter car- 

ried it. 8 
General Kreutz was ſent to the Camp of the 
Muſcovites, to conclude the Articles of Capitu- 
lation. When he appeared before Menzikoff, and 
ſaw that the whole Army was not there, he con- 
ſented at once to all that the Muſcoviie General 
E 2 demanded. 
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demanded. But, his Eagerneſs to return to his 


1 . 


* +4 . 


ſtanding to the Capitulation, would cauſe. the 
Troops to advance; and that the Rufians would 
be infallibly beaten, as they were not ſtrong e- 
nough to oppoſe the Swediſb Cavalry, which had 
never yet been engaged. Theſe Reflections pre- 
vailed on Menzikoff to retain General Kreutz, 
and ſend Officers of his own to Levenbaupt, wha 
coficluded the Articles of his Capitulation, and 
his Captivity, - | 


FS M. de Voltgire's Text, 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 266, & ſeq. Engliſh Tran- 
ſlation, p. 164, 165. 5 
Charles XII had loſt in one Day the Fruit of 
nine Years Pains, and almoſt a hundred Battles, 
He fled in a wretched Calaſh—acroſs a Deſart, 
where they found neither Huts, Tents, Men, A- 
nimals, nor Roads. Every thing was wanting 
there, even to Water itſelf. *Twas then the Begin- 
ning of July: The Country is ſituated in the 47th 
Degree: The dry Sand in the Deſart made the Heat 
of the Sun the more inſupportable : The Horſes fell 
by the Way, and the Men were ready to die with 
Thirſt. Count Poniatowſki, who was a little 
better mounted than the reſt, advanced before them 
into the Plains, and having ſpied a Willow, he judged 
there muſt be Water nigh : He ſearched about till 
be found the Spring. This happy Diſcovery ſaved 
#be Lives of the King of Sweden's little Troop. 
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R E MA R K. 
HI LE Levenbaupt was capitulating, the 
King, perſuaded that his General was re- 
tiring towards the Crimea, rode away from the 
River, and marched the reſt of the Day, and 
- the Night, under the Guidance of Mazeppa's 
eople. 

5 Menzikoff ſent General Wollonski, with 
ſix Thouſand Men, in purſuit of him. Woltonski 
made his Horſes, 2s the Swedes. had done, ſwim 
over the River, and uſed the ſame Boat as my 
did for himſelf and his Men. 

As it was late before he got over all his Peogle, 
he followed the Track of a ſick Officer's Calaſh, 
and ſo loſt the Route that the King had taken. 
When he came up. with this unhappy Officer, he 
revenged on him his own Miſtake : But "this 
Hindrance and Loſs of Time was advantageous 
to the King in, his Retreat, which he continued 
without ſtopping all the next Day. 

This March was by ſo much the more fatiguing, 
as the Guides, having loſt the Poſition of the Place, 
and not being able to find the Faſt, did not know 
themſelves where abouts they were, in the midſt 
of a Deſart where both Men and Horſes were 
ready to die with Thirſt, 


Count Poniatowski, Ec. as the Author has re- 
lated, 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 267, & ſeq. Engliſh Tranſ- 
lation, p. 165, 106. 

After five Days March the King found himſelf upon 
the Banks of the—Bogh—on the other Side of which 
is the little City of Oczakow, a Frontier of the Tur- 
kiſh Empire. —— The King ſent to demand a Paſ- 
ſage over. In the mean Time the — 

ter 
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(30) 
after having paſſed tbe. Boriſthenes, purſued the 
King with all poſſible Speed. He had ſcarce paſſed 
the Bogh in the Turkiſh Boats, before his Enemies 
appeared, to the Number of almoſt ' fix Thouſand 
Horſemen z, and his Majeſty had the Misfortune to 


ſee five Hundred of his little Troop, .who had not 


been able to get over time enough, ſeized by the Muſ- 
covites on the other Side of the River. The Ba- 


| ſhaw of Oczakow asked his Pardon for the Delays, 
which had occaſioned the taking of theſe five Hun- 


dred Men Priſoners. — The Commander of Bender 
— ſent an Aga to compliment the King, and to offer 
him — the Conveniences requiſite to conduct him with 

Magnifcence- to Bender. | 


KKEMATK. rs 

FTE R three Days March, it was per- 

ceived that the Paſſige of the River Hip- 
panis, at this Day the Bogh, was impract icable 
in the Deſart; they having no Boats, nor the 
Means of making any; beſides that they muſt 
have ſtarved while they were about it.  Mazep- 


. 
— * 


Pa's Opinion was, that the King ſhould make the 


beſt of his way towards Oczakow, where, being 
ſuccoured and aſſiſted by his pretended Friend 
the Baſhaw of the Place, as he expected, they 
might ſurmount the Difficulty of the Paſſage. 


Tt was reſolved to follow this Advice. 


The King employed Count Poniatowskt to £0 
with all Expedition to Oczatot, in order to re- 
move, with the Baſhaw, all the Obſtacles that 
might lie in their Way, and to prepare every 
Thing for his Majeſty's Paſſage. Pontatowski, 
having furniſhed himſelf with Guides, rode full 
Speed towards the Banks of the Bogh, at the 
Place where that River falls into the Black Sea; 
but he could ſee neither Oczakow, nor any Means 
of paſſing over. 


At 


(31) 

At laſt, after riding and looking almoſt all 
Day, he diſcovered on the Sea-ſhore five Men 
gathering of Salt. But theſe Fellows, when they 
ſaw Men on Horſeback coming towards them, 
got into their Boat, and put out to Sea, 

After having called after them a long Time, 
and uſed abundance of Intreaties, ſhewing them 
Money, he prevailed upon them at laſt to come 
to Shore, and treated with them for a Paſſage over 
the River, on the other Side of which he could 
ſee ſome People got together, without diſtin- 
guiſhing what they were, the River being very 
broad at that Place. _ 

The Boatmen had Arms with them, and look- 
ed very much like Highwaymen. Thoſe on 
the other Side were Turkiſh Slaves, who were 
hewing Stone for the Fortifications of Oc- 

zakow. 


. When Pomatowsk: got over, without his 
f Horſe, he found he had four German Leagues 
8 to Oczakow, It was very fortunate that he had 
with him a Tartar, who ſpoke French. By 
4 Means of this Man, after a Thouſand Difficulties, 
- he found a Horſe, and rode to Ocgatot on a full 
: Gallop before Night. 
He was ſtopp'd in the Suburbs by the Turki/ 
4 Guard; and in ſpite of all his Repreſentations of 
is the Neceſſity he was under of ſpeaking to the 
g Baſhaw, he was obliged to paſs 8 Night with 
4 Impatience, and to wait till nine o' Clock in the 
— Morning for the getting: up of this 'Turki/b Lord, 
* who at laſt came into a Garden without the Town 
M to give him Audience, 
1 The Ccunt did all in his Power, to perſuade 
1 this Governor to let him have Boats for bringing 
- over the King. But, ſeeing his Rhetorick had 
2 no Effect, he had recourſe to ſolid Arguments; 
” and, by the Mediation of WO Thouſand Decal, 
whic 
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(32) 
which he gave him upon the Spot, the Baſhaw 
became more flexible, and Perſuaſion began to 
take Place, | „ RE OY 

They agreed that the Turks ſhould ſend ovet 
five Barks with Proviſions ; that the Swedes ſhould 
buy thoſe Proviſions ; and that, at the ſame Time, 
they ſhould bring back with them the King and 
his Retinue. I 4 

As ſoon as this Convention began to be put 
in Execution, and Poniatowski ſaw the Barks ſet 
fail, he made all Haſte to inform the King of 
it, and repaſſed the River in the Place where his 
Boat waited for him. He found his Majeſty juſt 
arrived on the other Side of the River, and 
gave him much Pleaſure with his Relation, | 

One of the fiveBarks ſoon arrived;and its Cargo 
was ſold for almoſt the Weight in Gold: But in- 
ſtead of puſhing a-ſhore to take any Body in, 
the Men immediately put out again towards 
the Middle. The others would have done the 
ſame; but the Swedes ſeized them by force, 
put the Turks fairly on ſhore, and began to pafs 
over juſt as Wolkonski arrived, who found three 
Hundred Swedes and Coſſacks left behind, and 
made them Priſoners. The King himſelf had 
been taken, if he had ſtaid an Hour longer. 

The Governor of Oczakow came to meet the 
King, and prayed his Majeſty to advance near 
the City, that he might be better furniſhed with 
Conveniences. The King did fo, and refted there 
one Day. : | 

Here a Turꝶiſb Officer of the Houſhold of Fu/- 
fuff, Baſhaw-Seraskier of Bender, came to com- 
pliment the King in the Name of the Seraskier; 
offered him ſome Refreſhments, with a ſmall 
Tent to ſleep in; and invited his Majeſty to paſs 
on to Bender, where he would be better ſituated 
than at Oczakow, The King accepted his Offers, 

; „„ ordered 


(33) 

ordered a Thouſand Ducats to be 
him for his Pains, and took the Road of * 
der. 


of Conveniences for the King, was extraordinary. 
They found on the Road Chariots and Horſes to 
be lett. Every Station was a kind of Market, 
where all Sorts of Proviſions, Clothes, Sc. were 
fold ; with Orders not to exact an exceſſive Price, 
and to take ſuch Money as they had. | 

At the Diſtance of two Days Journey from Oc- 
za toto, there came a Man to compliment the King 
from the Kan of the Tartars, bringing with him 
Refreſhments, and a fine "embroidered Tent. 
The Han's Emiſſary was entertained in the ſame 
Manner as the Baſhaw's. At the Diſtance of one 
Days Journey from Bender, three Hundred of the 
Seraskier's Light-Horſe came to meet the King, 
and to eſcort him. 

When his Majeſty arrived at the Banks of 
the Nieſter, which runs by Bender, he was 
ſaluted by all the Artillery of the Caſtle. The 
Seraſſcier, at the Head of his Garriſon, came o- 
ver the Nzefter on Foot, deſired the King to a- 
light, and received his Majeſty in a ſuperb Tent, 
which he offered him to repoſe in. 

The next Day he brought the Keys ef the City, 
and the Caſtle ; inviting his Majeſty to take up his 
Reſidence there, and to give his Orders, which 


ſhould be abſolutely obey'd. In a Word, never 


was there ſeen a Turk more open, more po- 
lite, and more diligent. The King, at his Per- 
ſuaſion, croſſed. the River, and took up his Camp 
under the Cannon of the Fortreſs, without ac- 


cepting the Baſhaw?s Offer of Lodging i in the 


Caſtle itſelf. | 
The Baſhaw then regulated, with the Inten- 
dant of the King's TOO, the Expence — 
| t 


given 


The Seraskier's Attention to procure all manner 
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the Maintenance of his Retinue, and ordered 
five Hundred Crowns per Day to be iſſued, to 
ſupply them with Proviſions. All this was done 
without Order from the Porte, which how- 
ever approved of the Baſhaw's whole Proceed- 
Ing. | 

"This good old Man made his Appearance 
regularly, every other Day, in the King's 
Tent, to be informed of his Majeſty's Health. 

The Garriſon was moſt rigorouſly forbid to 
inſult the Swedes, and a ſevere Order was iſſued 
to avoid all Sorts of Quarrels, If any ever hap- 
pened, the Turks were always to blame. 

Five Hundred Faniſſaries guarded the King's 
Camp. The Regularity of his Life, the Sim- 
plicity of his Dreſs, his Abſtinence from Wine 
and Women, a Devotion without Oftenta- 
tion, publick Prayers twice a Day regularly, at- 
tracted the Admiration of the Turks, and made 
his Majeſty much revered, _ 

W hen he was cured of his Wound, and began to 
take the Air in his Camp, and in that of theZani/a- 
ries who were ordered for his Guard, one of them 
came up to him with a little too much Familia- 
rity, clapped him on the Shoulder, and ſaid a- 
loud, Why has not Heaven given us ſuch. 
a Maſter ? We ſhould then conquer all the 
World.“ 15 

As ſoon as he arrived in the Turkiſh Ter- 
ritories, the King immediately reſolved to 
ſend a Perſon to Conſtantinople, to thank the 
Grand Signior for the good Reception he had 
met with, and the great Good-Manners that were 
ſhewn him in his Dominions, But the little 
Knowledge that the Swedes had of the Turks, 


was the Reaſon that no Man would take upon 
him that Commiſſion, : 
There 


(35) 


There was found in the King's Retinue, a 
Dantzicker, whoſe Name was Mr, Neugebaver. 
He had been formerly Preceptor to the young. 
Czarewitz, but had left Ruſſia without ask ing 
Leave. Uneaſy on account of his Situation, 
dreading to fall into the Hands of the Muſcovizes, 
and ſolliciting the King continually, for Leave to 
go to Conſtantinople, where he might embark for 
Holland, he offered to take charge of the King's 
Letter to the Grand Signior, and was immediate- 
ly diſpatched with it. 

Upon his Arrival at Conſtantinople, he de- 
manded of the Grand Viſir to be introduced to the 
Sultan, in order to deliver to him-the King his 
Maſter's Letter, as he had undertaken, The 
Viſir required it himſelf ; telling him, that no 
Man could ever appear before the Grand Signior, 
without a publick Character. The Sieur Neuge- 
baver continued to inſiſt, on his part, that he 
would abſolutely deliver this Letter into the 
Grand Signior's own Hands, becauſe the King 
* his Maſter had commanded him ſo to do; but 
his Repreſentation had no Effect. 


- The Baſhaw 'of Bender, being informed of the 
4 Difficulty that hindered the Admiſſion of M. 


h Neugebaver, intreated the King ſo earneſtly to 
| ſend him a Character, that his Majeſty conſented 


* to it, and immediately ordered an Inſtrument, 
1 conſtituting him his Envoy Extraordinary. 
* Count Poniatowſki, having the Curioſity to ſee 


* the Grand Signior's Court, and the Capital of the 
Eaſt, aſked the King's Permiſſion for ſix Weeks, 


an and offered at the ſame Time to carry theExpreſs 

* to the Sieur Neugebaver, that he might thus have 

« an Opportunity of ſeeing the Ceremony of an 

g Audience. His Majeſty gave him leave, on 
on we 

Condition that he ſhould come back at the Time 

_ appointed ; becauſe he flattered himſelf, that, in 
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this Interval, his Wound would heat, and he 
ſkould have ſome News from the King of Poland, 
who had remained in that Kingdom Sith a Body 
of ten thouſand Swedes, under the Command of 


General Craſſau, and whom he intended te join 


when he knew where he lay. 

| Beſides the Piſpatch for M. Neugebaver, Count 
Pobidtowht was charged with a Letter of Com- 
pliment from the King to the Grand Vizir 
in order to procure him an Opportunity to ſee that 


Prime Miniſter of the Ottoman Empire. 


- The Grand Viſir took Pleaſure in queſtioning 
Count Poniatowſki concerning the different Ac- 
tions of the King of Sweden againſt the Muſco- 
vites, concerning the Forces of Sweden by Sea 
and Land, and whatever elfe regarded that Na- 
tion. He had by his Side a Sea-Captain, a Swede 
by Birth, but a Renegade, in order to know, as 
it ſemed, if Count Pomatowski's Relation and 
Anſwers were conformable to Truth, and if they 
agreed with what the Captain had told him. Find- 
ing it to be fo, he faid in Twrkifo, This 
< Heathen does not know how to lye. 

At the Concluſion of a very long Audience, 
Poniatowski asked Leave of hs Grand Vifir to 
ſee all the Curioſities of Conftantinople, the Trea-. 
ſuries, the Palaces, the Moſques, and, in a 
Word, every Thing that was to be ſeen. The 
Viſir rold him, that even Ambaſſadors themſelves 
did not emoy that Privilege. Upon that Count 
Poniatowski immediately demanded the Ferman, 
that is, an Order for the Poſt, that he might return, 
fince he could have nothing more to tell the King, 
except he had ſeen the City and the Marine. The 
Viſir ſmiled at this, and ordered a Gentleman of 
the Court to accompany the Count wherever he 
had a Mind to BO, and to let Hine mw all an he 
deinen. 5 6 

T his 
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ce, 


This Beginning, and ſuch a favourable Receps, 
tion of a Stranger, contrary to all Turkiſh Cuſtom, 
very much ſurpriſed every Body. All the Doors, 


were opened to him, and nothing eſcaped his 


Curioſity. He rewarded all thoſe liberally who 
took the Pains to ſhew him what he wanted to 
ſee. This furniſhed him with uſeful Informa- 
tions, and acquired him particular Regard. 

In the mean time M. Neugebaver had his Au- 
dience of the Grand Signior, at which Count Po- 
niatotosti was preſent. That being over, he de- 
manded the Ferman for his Return. The Grand 
Viſir made him come to his Palace, and asked 
him with great Politeneſs, « Why he was in ſuch 
+ Haſte to leave Conſtantinople e* Adding, that 
they ſaw him there with Pleaſure, and that he 
* muſt continue longer among them.“ Poniatowski 
laid before him his Maſter's Orders; told him the 
Time of his Permiſſion was already expired ; that 
he muſt return at the Day appointed, for fear of 
incurring his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure; and that, 
unleſs he was detained by Force, he could not 
ſtay any longer at Conſtantinople. The Viſir then 
told him, that ſince he knew not how to make 
him ſtay, he ſhould have the Ferman in three 
Days; but, that he ſhould be glad to ſpeak with 
him again before his Departure, and to ſee him 


| dreffied as he was when he went through the Streets 


of Conftantinople, to view the Curioſities, 

On the Day of his Departure, Ponzatowski, in 
a Turkiſh Dreſs, waited upon the Viſir, who ex- 
preſſed his Pleaſure at the Sight, After much 
Converſation, the Viſir charged him to aſſure the 
King of the Grand Signior's perfect Friendſhip, 
and of the particular Attachment which he him- 
ſelf had for his royal Perſon : That he prayed 
his Majeſty not to be in Haſte to depart, nor ta 
7 N expoſe 
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expoſe his Perſon to any Danger : That the 
Grand Signior had reſolved to have him con- 
ducted quite to his own Dominions, by what 
Way he ſhould chuſe himſelf, with an Eſcorte 
fufficient for the Security of his Perſon : That the 
King's Friendſhip was precious to his EE. 

who was deſirous to preſerve it. 

When Count Poniatousti would have got up 
to take Leave, he made him fit down again, and 
ordered him to be preſented with a large Purſe 
full of Gold; telling him, that he knew the Li- 
beralities he had ſhewn all over Conſtantinople, 
and that he was not willing to let him want Mo- 
ney on the Road. Pontatowsk:i thanked the Viſir 
for his Care and Generoſity, but refuſed to take 
the Purſe. The Interpreter to the Porte, Mauro 
Cirdato, who was afterwards Hoſpodar of Vala- 
chia, endeavoured to perſuade the Count to accept 
the Offer ; telling him, that his Refuſal would 
offend the Grand Viſir: But he anſwered, that 
Men of a certain Rank, who had the Honour 
to be near the Perſons of Kings, never took Pre- 
fents from any one whatſoever, except their own 
Maſters, 

The Viſir wanted to know what they were 
contending abour, and the Interpreter was afraid 
to tell him. At laſt the Miniſter commanded it, 
and being informed, ordered him to tel] Ponia- 
jowski, that the Preſent came from the Grand 
Signior himſelt, The Count then took the Purſe ; 
declaring, that he looked upon it as a very ſingu- 
lar Grace from his Highneſs. At the ſame Time 
he took leave of the Viſir, made ſome Preſents 
to that Miniſter's Domeſticks, and ſet out imme- 
diatel y for Bender. 


M. 
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M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 274--276. Engliſh Tran- 
ſlation, p. 169, 170. 

To the moſt high, moft glorious, invincible, and 
auguſt Emperor of many Empires, King of many 
Kingdoms, Head and Protector of many Nations 
may the Almighty bleſs and prolong your Reign ! 

We give Advice to your Imperial Highneſs, &c. 

Charles XII, 
Con of Charles XI. 


i e I 

HE. King of Sweden's Letter never ha 

any ſuch Senſe as is here given to it. It 
contained merely the King's Thanks to the Grand 
Signior for the good Reception he had met with 
in his Dominions, and ſpoke of nothing elſe. 
- That Prince, the ſworn Enemy of all Flattery, 
never ſigned a Letter ſo full, of Vanity and Often- 
tation, 

As he had ſimply ſigned, at the Bottom of his 
Letter, your good Brother and Friend, juſt as if 
he had writ to a Chriſtian Prince, that Subſcrip- 
tion made much Impreſſion upon the Grand Sig- 
nior's Mind, and had a very good Effect for the 


King of Sweden. 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 278. Engliſb Tran- 
| ſlarion,- p. 171. 

Count Poniatowſki, a Man equally capable and 
reſolute, inſinuating and ſupple, born with the Ta- 
lent of perſuading and pleaſing all Nations, attend- 
ed the Swediſh Embaſſy, but in a private Capacity, 
in order io ſound the Diſpoſitions of the Conſtantino- 
politan Miniſter, without being tied up to the uſual 
Forms, and giving too much Ground for Ss. 
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REMARK. 
10 UNT Poniatotosti's firſt Journey to 
Conſtantinople, as has been already obſerved, 
was only out of mere Curioſity. But, as the Grand 
Viſir had, at his Departure, by Order of the 
Grand Signior, made by him ſeveral conſiderable 
Advances to the King of Sweden, with Promiſes 
of Aſſiſtance, an Eſcort, and a real Support; 
and as the ſame Viſir, being won over by the 
Czar, began to fail of what he had promiſed ; 
Count Poniatowski had Orders to repair to Con- 
Aantinople, and to labour at his Depoſition. 


M. de Volta ire's Text. 
Anſeerdan Edition, p. 279. Engliſb Tranſla- 
* 172. 


Poniatowski entered into cloſe Friendſhip with 
ene Bru, a Frenchman, who had -been Chancellor 
to the French Embaſſy. 


R E MA R K. 
T was an old Hungarian Gentleman, named 
FR Ferens Houat, a Refugee at Conſtantinople, 
Lbs and perfectly well acquainted with the Manners of 
"i the People, that Poniatowski entered into Friend- 
ſhip with. 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 

1 Ad Edition, p. 280. Engliſb Tranſlation, 
+ 172. 

0 One of thoſe who ſcoondel Poniatowski's Deſig ns 

1 witb the greateſt Abilities, was Fonſeca, a Nanu 

"14 gueſe Phyſician and Jew, whom I knew very 

Wirth well at Paris, but who was then ſettled at Cons 
1 ſtantinople. 
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REMARK. 
It was not a Few, but a French Renegade, the 
chief Surgeon of the Seraglio, by Name Mr. 
Goin, 


M. 4e REI Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 231. Engliſh Tranſlation, 


EL 
The Grand Viſir ot to Poniatowski, giving 
him a Purſe with a Thouſand Ducats, I will 
take your King in one Hand, and a Sword in the 
other, and conduct him to Moſcow at the Head of 
two Hundred Thouſand Men.” 


REMARK 
It was not the Viſir before mentioned who 
ſpoke thus to Count Ponzatowsk:. 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Anſterdam Edition, p. 288 — 314. Eugliſb 
Tranſlation, p. 1797 — 194. 

To diſpoſe the Ottoman Porte to this War (with 
the Muſcovites, Charles XII) detached about eight 
Hundred Poles and Coſſacks of his Retinue, with 
Orders to paſs the Nieſter, that runs by Bender, 
and to go and obſerve what paſſed upon the Frontiers 
of Poland. — The Muſcovites — fell immediately 
upon this little Company, and purſued them even to 
the Territories of the Grand Signior. This was 
what the King of Sweden expected. His Miniſters 
and Emiſſaries at the Porte made a great Clamour 
againſt this Eruption, and excited the Turks to Ven- 
geance : But the Czar's Money ſurmounted all Dif- 
ficulties, Tolſtoy, his Envoy at Conſtantinople, 


gave the Grand Viſir, and his Creatures, Part of 


(as fix Millions that had * found at Pultowa in 
the 


(42) 

the King of Sweden's military Cheſt. After ſuch a 
a Defence, the Divan found the Czar not guilty. 
— They even granted to his Envoy ſuch Honours 
and Privileges as the Muſcovite Miniſters bad never 
before enjoy'd at Conſtantinople. Charles (thus ) 
abandoned by the Grand Viſir, and conquered by the | 
Czar's Money in Turkey, as he had been by his 
Arms in Ukrania, believed that the Sultan © 
was ignorant of the Intrigues of Chourlouly Al: 
his Grand Viſir, reſolved to make him acquainted 
with them, and Poniatowski undertook this bold 


| Commiſſion. — This old Miniſter, who bad long 


and faithfully ſerved his Maſter was de- 


prived of bis Dignity, his Wealth, and his 


Wife, Daughter of the laſt Sultan Muſtapha, and 
baniſhed to Caffa — in Crim Tartary. The Bull, 
that is to ſay, the Seal of the Empire was given to 
Numan Cuprougli, Grandſon to him who took 
Candia. — He was depoſed, after a Miniſtry of 
two Months, — His rigid Probity, they ſay, was 
the ſole Cauſe of his Fall. — Achmet reproaching 
him, that his Predeceſſor could find other Ways and 
Means to pay the Troops, he anſwered * If he had 
the Art to enrich your Highneſs by Rapines, it is 


ſuch an Art as] eſteem it an Honour to be ignorant 


of.” His Freedom did not coſt him his Head. — He 
had leave to retire into the e of Negropont.” 


R E M A R K. „ 
| T the Return of Count Poniatozwski to Ben- 
der, after his firſt Journey to Conſtantin o- 


ple, the King of Sweden, charmed with his Re- 


lation, with the magnificent Promiſes of dne 


Grand Signior by the Mouth of Grand Viſir, and 
the Aſſurances of that Miniſter, thought his Glo- 
ry, his Intereſt, and the Support of King Stani/- 
laus upon the Throne of Poland, could not be 


bet- 
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better provided for, than by a Power ſo formida · 


ble as that of the Ofloman Empire. 
FN But the News that the Grand Viſir, after all theſe 
| fine Declarations, had renewed the Peace with 
the Czar, even after the Irruption of the Muſco- 
4 vites into Moldavia, and the carrying-off three 
) Hundred Swedes in the Territories of the Grand 
Signior, very much interrupted the Joy of 
Charles XII. 
| A Miſunderſtanding, that happened between 


I the Swediſh Envoy and the Grand Viſir, though 

7 the Fault of the . compleatly ſoured his 

4 Majeſty's Mind. 

8 The firſt Mark of Reſentment that he ſhewed 

5 to the Turkiſh Miniſter, was to refuſe his Preſents, 

* which he had ſent along with thoſe that came 

4 from the Grand Signior himſelf, The ſecond 

. was his ſending back Count Poniatowski to Con- 

10 ſtantinople, with Orders to try all Means to get 

tk him depoſed. 

of This Commiſſion was far from being reliſhed 

45 by him who was charged with it; eſpecially as 

s the Grand Viſir had before taken ſo much Pains 

1d to oblige him. But, to execute the King's 

ad Will, it was neceſſary to forget all the Reſpect I 

bo and Civility that the Grand Vifir had ſhewn i 

nt him; and even to hazard his Life over and I” 

le over. 1 

The Grand Viſir, having broke off all Com- 0 

merce with the Envoy Neugebaver, omitted no- A 
thing that might teſtify his Regard ro Count Po- Y 

25 niatowski, upon his Arrival again at Conſtantinople. of 

825 The Count, however, was to do his Duty. Such a 1 

2 thorny Negociation required Abundance of Cir- [1 

8 cumſpection, Time, and Intrigue. He ſet every ( 


| 
Spring to work; and at laſt ſucceeded. The | 
0. Grand Viſir was depoſed and ſtrangled; and f 
| Orders were given to make Preparations for | 
be 5 G 2 War, 1 


ag þ 

| 94) 
War, without any formal Declaration. Non- 

_ Numan Baſhaw, a cloſe Friend of Count 
oniatowski, was made Grand Viſir. 
This new Miniſter, whoſe Name is well known 
on account of the many Viſirs of the ſame Fami- 
ly, who had performed very great Services to 
the Ottoman Empire, was a Man of moſt ſingu- 
lar Probity. He loved Juſtice extremely, pre- 
ferred it to all other Confiderations, rendered it 
to all Mankind without Diſtinction, and even car- 
ried it ſometimes to an Exceſs. To make his 
Character thoroughly known, I ſhall infert here 
ſome Circumſtances that perhaps will give the 
Reader Pleaſure. 
He had been made Governor of Erzerum. 
When he went to take Poſſeſſion of his Govern- 
ment, one of his Retinue ufed a poor Woman 
ill, and took from her a Pot of Milk, which was all 
ſhe had to ſupport her. The Woman complained 
of it to the Baſhaw, with Tears in her Eyes. Nou- 
8 having asked her if ſhe ſhould know the 
an again who had committed this Violence, 
ordered all his Domeſticks to be called together, 
The Woman, ſeeing the guilty Perſon, pointed him 

out to the Baſhaw : But, as the Fact had paſſed 
without Witneſſes, the Turk, perceiving he 
could not be convicted, denied it abſolutely, 
Kouprouli then exhorted the Woman to take 
Care, and ſpeak the Truth; for if ſhe did 
not, ſhe ſhould herſelf ſuffer what he was now 
going to inflict on the Perſon accuſed, As ſhe 
boldly aſſured him that ſhe was not miſtaken, 

he had the Fellow's Head ſtruck off on the Spot; 
and having ordered his Stomach to be opened, 
they found there the crude Milk, it not having 
yet uncergone a Digeſtion. The Woman was | 
rewarded with the Spoils of the Dead, and ſent 
away in Peace, 

When 
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When he was in his Office at Erzerum, under 


the Reign of Sultan Aluſtapha, there was in his 


Government a Turkiſh Officer, a near Relation 
of the Mufti, who at that Time was the Grand 
Signior's chief Favourite. The Buſineſs of this 
Officer was to raiſe the Impoſts on the People. 
Supported by the Credit of the Mufti, he often 
exerciſed his Power with crying Acts of Violence 
and Injuſtice, imagining that every Thing he 
did would be countenanced. 

Having borrowed a Purſe of Money of an Ar- 


menian, upon his Note of Hand; when the 


Time ſpecified was elapſed, the Creditor deman- 
ed Payment: But all the Satisfaction he received, 
was by Way of Menace, He complained of this 
to the Baſhaw, who ordered the Debtor to pay 
the Money, 

The Officer, enraged at the Armenian's Auda- 
ciouſneſs, that he ſhould dare to complain, or- 
dered five hundred Blows to. be given him with a 
Cudge), inſtead of five hundred Crowns; threat- 
ening, that if he complained any more, he ſhould 
have his Brains beat out. The poor Armenian, 
paid in this bad Coin, deplored in Secret his 
Drubbing and his Loſs, without any further 
Thoughts of demanding Juſtice, 

Some Time after, the Baſhaw having met 


him in his Way, and perceiving that he ſhunned 


him, ſent a Meſſenger after him to enquire if he 
had been paid? The Armenian did not dare to 
ſay either Yes or No, for Fear of more ill Uſage, 
till the Baſhaw commanded him poſitively to tell 
the Truth. He did; and when Kouprouli heard 
how he had been treated, he ſent immediately 
and had the Debtor hung up at his own Door, 
and confiſcated all his Effects to the Arme- 


nian's Profit, 


The 
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(46) 
The Mufti, having heard of his Relation's 
Death, accuſed the Baſhaw of many Crimes, all 
of them falſe, and pronounced Sentence to have 
him ſtrangled. A Capitzi was ſent to Erzerum, 
to demand the Head of the Baſhaw, in the 
Name of the Grand Signior; a Demand, which 
no Man was ever known to oppoſe. Kouprouli 
however refuſed to obey ſo unjuſt an Order, 
and inſtantly took the Reſolution to go himſelt 
to Conſtantinople, and make his Defence in full 
Divan. He did it with ſo much Succeſs, that 
his Diſobedience was not adjuged to be criminal, 

The Mufti, all in Confuſion, reſerved his Ran- 
cour againſt the Baſhaw Numan for another Op- 
portunity; but, being maſſacreed, in a ſhort 
Time after, by the People of Adrianople, he had 
not the Satisfaction to ſatiate his Vengeance. 

This Mufti, having been Preceptor to Sultan 
Muſtapha in his Youth, had got ſo much the Aſ- 
cendant over his Mind, that he governed him 
abſolutely when he came to be Emperor. He 
committed with Impunity all Sorts of Injuſtices 
and Violences, and was the Cauſe of his Maſter's 
Depoſition, ſo well known for an extraordinary 
Event. 

Kouprouli had a Reputation ſo well eſtabliſhed, 
that he was ſent for to Conſtantinople by Sultan 
Achmet, who had determined to give him his 
Niece in Marriage, After the nuptial Ceremony, 
the Sultana was ſent home to her Husband's Houle, 
with her Bridal Ornaments, and twelve Eunuchs 
for Numan's Seraglio. But this Baſhaw ſent 
back the Eunuchs to the Grand Signior. 
Every one judged from this Refuſal, that he was 
inevitably loſt: But, when he was asked the 
Reaſon of what he had done, he anſwered with 
an extraordinary Greatneſs of Mind, That having 


matried a free Princeſs, he had no Occaſion for 
Eu- 


EE 
Eunuchs to guard her: Whereas to the Grand Sig- 
nior, who had only Slaves in his Seraglio, fuch 
a Guard as that was neceſſary.” 

All theſe Circumſtances ſhew the Genius, and 
the elevated Sentiments of this great Man; Sen- 
timents that are very uncommon under a Turki/h 
Government. 

He was no ſooner made Grand Viſir, but he 
began to take Meaſures for the fulfilling the En- 
gagements that had been entered into with the 
King of Sweden, to whom the Grand Signior 
ſent eight hundred Purſes, by way of Loan, 
without requiring any Security whatſoever. 

The Viſir ſent for Tolſtoy, the Muſcovite Am- 
baſſador, and told him, 2 he ought not to take 
the leaſt Umbrage at the Preparations which he 
ſaw carrying on at the Porte; that the only In- 
tent of them was to conduct the King of Sweden, 
their Gueſt, back to his Dominions thro? Poland; 
but, that he ſhould proceed cautiouſly and ſe- 
curely i in that Affair, and would be glad to know 
if the Czar would not oppoſe it. 

The Ambaſſador replied, that his Maſter 
having nothing to do in Poland, would not 
oppoſe it there on his own Account: But, that 
being in Alliance with the King of Poland, and 
under an Obligation, by Treaties, to furniſh him 
with forty thouſand well diſciplined Men, when- 
ever he ſhould demand them, he believed the 
King of Poland would make ule of thoſe Troops 
to hinder his Enemy's Paſſage thro? that King- 
dom. 

The Viſir then declared to him, that he would 
march himſelf at the Head of the Eſcorte, and 
that it ſhould conſiſt of an hundred thouſand 
Men; and if, ſays he, I ſhould think more 
would be neceſſary, I will as take many as there 
Hairs in my Beard; clapping his Hand 1 r 
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and told him, that, as the Grand Viſir's Father 


(48). 


Chin as he ſpoke. We will pay for every Thing 
as we paſs; we will treat Friends as Friends; but 
whoever ſhall dare to oppoſe us, we ſhall imme- 
diately fall on them as Enemies.” 

At the ſame Time he ſent for Count Poniatoww- 
i, and communicated to him his Converſation 
with the Muſcovite Ambaſſador : After which 
every Thing ſeemed to be in Motion for an Ex- 
pedition. 

As he would have in the Troops only choſen 
Men, and the Body of Janiſſaries was com- 
manded by an old Officer of very indifferent 
Reputation, he ſent into Aſia for another Per- 
ſon, to put him in his Place. The old Man 
having heard this, and being deſirous to prevent 
his own Diſgrace, waited on the Grand Signior, 


had depoſed his Highneſs's Father, the Son was 
now contriving to do the ſame by his Highneſs ; 
that he was continually ſhut up with Men of the 
Law, to deliberate thereupon ; that he was a- 
dored by the Populace, and even by the Janiſſa- 
ries z and that his Highneſs was not ſure of fitting 
a Moment longer on his Throne, 

The Sultan intimidated,in this Manner, without 
diſtinguiſhing Truth from Calumny, ſent imme- 
diately for the Grand Viſir, and demanded back 
the Seal. But, not daring to touch his Life, on 
account of his great Credit, he ſaw him that 
inſtant put on board a Galley, and ſent him to 
Ne a ny in Quality of Governor. 

9 the Depottion of Kouprouli, the Govern- 
ment of theCity was given to one Soliman, a Baſhaw 
of the Divan, with the Titleof Kaimacan, He was a 
Georgian by Nation, a Man of a very limited Under- 
ſtanding, very covetous of Riches, and who after- 
wards ſold himſelf to Ruta. As be had not Au- 
thority enough to decide Affairs of State, every 
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Thing languiſhed, and ſeemed to be neglected 
without a Viſiriate. This continued ſevera 
Months, 

The Credit of Count Poniatousti was however 
very well eſtabliſhed : He neglected nothing that 
his Liberty of acting put in his Power, during 
this Interval, to keep the Grand Signior fixed in his 
Reſolution of making War againſt the Ry/ſtans. 

All his Intrigues, and underhand Dealings, gave 
great Uneaſineſs tothe Muſcovite Miniſter, who, fore- 
ſeeing that a War would be unavoidable, endeavour- 
ed to corrupt Count Pomatowski, who was the firſt 
Mover of every Thing. He offered him, in 
the Czar's Name, a hundred thouſand Roubles, 
with the Poſt of General of the Artillery, and a 
confiderable Eſtate in Mrania. But ſeeing his 
Offers rejected, and his Labour loſt, he tried 
another Expedient, to get him out of the Way; 
which was, to poiſon him. 

One of his Domeſticks was ſeduced into the 
Plot. They gave him the Poiſon in a ſmall 
Phial, and payed him by way of Advance half 
his Recompence. But, by a particular Provi- 
dence, the Phial was broke in his Hands, and 
they were obliged to provide another. In this 
Interval the Wretch, after ſome Reflections, re- 
pented of his wicked Deſign, and informed his 


Mlaſter of it; continuing ſtill to purſue his En- 


gagement with the Mu/covite Ambaſſador's People, 
in order the better to unravel the Affair. 

When the ſecond Poiſon was ready, M. To/foy, 
that he might not fail of his Purpoſe, joined a 
truſty Fellow of his own with Count Pontatowsk!'s 
Domeſtick: He was with his own Hand to pour 
the Poiſon into the Cup, in which the Servant was 
to give Coffee to his Maſter Poniatowski, But, 
the Snares were fo well laid, that the Birds were 
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(50) 
taken, and ſent to the Great Divan, in order to 


receive their due Sentence and Puniſhment. 
The Kaimacan did all in his Power to ſave the 


Honour of the Muſcovite Ambaſſador, He gave 
ont that Count Poniatowski's Interpreter was a 
Calumniator, and treated the Delinquents, who 
confeſſed the Fact, and accuſed themſelves, 
as Liars and Impoſtors. An Alan Judge, being 
preſent at the Divan, and ſeeing ſo much Par- 
tiality, told the Kaimacan, that they could not 
diſpenſe with doing Juſtice to all the Parties ; and 
that they muſt hear every body, and examine the 
Fact to the Bottom. He then ordered a Dog to 


be brought, and made him ſwallow ſome of the 


Poiſon in Milk. The Dog burſt in half an Hour 


after; and they could no longer doubt of the 
Truth of what had been depoſed. M. Tolſtoy's 
Domeſtick, who was engaged in the Affair, they 
condemned for five Years to the Gallies, where 
he died a Year after: But Count Poniatowsh?'s 
Servant, who, after he had repented of his ill 
Deſign, had informed his Maſter of it, was ſet 
at Liberty | 

Count Poniatowski, not ſatisfied with this De- 
cree, repreſented very warmly the Conſequences 
of ſuch a Procedure, and the little Safety there 
was for Miniſters who werejuſtly and honourably 
inclined, He inſiſted, that they ſhould ſend 
home Tolſtoy, as unworthy of the Place he filled, 
and require another Ambaſſador in his Place. 
The Mufti, a particular Friend of Poniatowoski, 
appeaicd him; promiſing, that in a ſhort Time, 
there ſhould be no Need either of 7 olſtoy, or of 
any other in his Room ; and that they only wait- 
ed the Arrival of him who was deſigned for the 


Viſiriate. 


Mr. 
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Mr. de Voltaire's Text. 


Amſterdam Edition, p. 314, Sc. Engliſh Tranſ- 


lation, p. 194. | 

After this the Grand Signior ſent to Aleppo fo 
Baltagi Mehemet, Baſhaw of Syria, who had been 
Grand Viſir before Chourlouly.— At the Time that 
this Mehemet was a Servant in the Seraglio, he had 


| the good Fortune to do Prince Achmet ſome ſmall 


Piece of Service, that Prince being then a Priſoner 
of State in the Reign of his Brother Muſtapha.--- 
Achmet, upon his becoming Sultan, gave one of his 
Slaves, whom be had loved very much, to Baltagi 
Mehemet. This Woman, by ber Intrigues, made 
her Huſband Grand Vifir, Another Intrigue de- 
poſed him, and a third made him Viſir again. 


R E M A R K. | 
HE Hiſtory of Baltadz: Mechmet is as 
follows, Being a Servant to the Prince 
Sultan Achmet, and employed to cut Wood, and 
bring it to the Fire-Side, the Prince grew fami- 
liar with him, and would very often converſe 
with him concerning the News of the City. 

One Day the Sultana Yalide, coming into her 
Son's Apartment, to pay him her cuſtomary Viſit, 
had among her Retinue a Circaſſian Damſel, that 
very much pleaſed the young Prince, who abruptly 
demanded her of his Mother, She refuſed to give 
her to him, in Conformity to a Cuſtom eſta- 
bliſhed among the Turks, which prohibits any 
junior Prince to propagate his Line. Prince Achmet 
waited the Opportunity of the Viſit, which, his 
Brother, Sultan Myſtapha, paid him from Time 
to Time, in order to beg the Girl of him. The 
Sultan's Refuſal put him in a Rage: He ſnatched 
up a Knife, and offered to ſtab him: But the 
Grand Signior avoiding Lo Thruſt, and willing 
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to uſe Moderation towards his Brother, cerfuaded 
the Sultana Valide, who was his Mother alſo, to 
marry the Circafſic an out of the Seraglio. This 
was ſoon done, and ſhe was beſtowed upon the 
Son of a Phyſician of the Court. Prince Achmet, 
having immediately heard this News from Mech- 
met, his Wood-cutter, he commanded him to go 
in his Name to the Bridegroom, and tell him, 


that if it was his Fortune ever to come to the - 


Empire, and he did not find his Circaſſian a Vir- 
gin, he would exterminate him and all his Fami- 
ly. Such a Compliment as this very much fright- 
ened the young married Man, and made him be- 


come rather the Guardian Eunuch, than the Huſ- 


band of his Wife. 

A little Time after, Sultan Muſtapha was de- 
poſed, and Prince Achmet raiſed to the Throne. 
His firſt Thought then was, to make the Confi- 
dent of his Amour, Baltadzi Mechmet, Maſter 
of the Horſe, and to order him to marry the 
Circaſſian, upon the Condition he ſhould never 
touch her. Mechmet obeyed, and the nuptial 
Prize was reſerved for the Grand Signior. The 
Circaſſian became his Miſtreſs, butout of the Se- 
raglio; becauſe ſhe had been already married to 
a Turk, though the Marriage was never conſum- 
mated, | 

The Maſter of the Horſe, in the mean time, 
roſe in Dignity, He was made Viſir; but his 
Genius being too narrow, and inſufficient to ap- 
pear at the Head of Affairs, he had tte Govern- 
ment of Aleppo, which is very lucrative, given 
him. After the Depoſition of Kouprouli, the 
Grand Signior, having no Inclination to make 
the Campaign himſelf, and being unwilling to 
cruſt the Office of Grand Viſir to a Man of Abi- 
lities, the Power of that Miniſter being then be- 
come arbitrary ; he caſe for the intended 1 af 
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| 

dition Baltadzi Mechmet Baſhaw, as a Man inca- * 14 
pable, for Want both of Genius and Courage, to | 
conſpire in the leaſt Degree againſt his Maſter. | | 

However, as he knew his Imperfections, he | 
gave him Oſman Aga, Receiver-General of the 4 
Cuſtoms, to be his Kihaia, that he might aſſiſt © | 
him with his Counſels, both in Affairs of State, bi 
and in War, This is a very important Employ- 
ment in the Hand of a Man who knows how to | 
make the moſt of it, and to become neceſſary to 10 
the Viſir; a Secret which O/man was not unac- [ | 
quainted with, 101100 
| 


Mr. de t Text. 


Amſterdam Edition, p. 318, Sc. Engliſh Tranſla- „ 
tion, p. 196, 198. x | | 
The Han of Crim-Tartary, whom we call the 11 
Kam, had Orders to be in Readineſs with forty 1 
Cl, 


thouſand Tartars.—This Kam, gained by the Pre- 
ſents and Intrigues of the King of Sweden, pot 
Leave at firſt that the General Rendezvous of the 
Troops might be at Bender, under the Eyes of 
Charles XII, 7 let him ſee the better, that it was 
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for his Sake that the War was undertaken, 


REMARK. 
HE Han of the Tartars was ſent for to 
Conſtantinople before the Proclamation of 
the War. At his firſt Audience he received Marks 
of the Grand Signior's Favour ; a ſable Robe, a 
Quiver, a Sabre, and two hundred Purſes of Sil- 


ver, for the Service of the Campaign. After that | 0 
publick Prayers were made, the Horſe-Tails were Wy | 
ſet up before the Seraglio, and War was pro- 4 
claimed. | Jt 
A little before this Proclamation, an Envoy "a 
Extraordinary from Auguſtus, King of Poland, 


arrived at Conſtantinople, His Name was M. de 
Bakowskt ; 
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Bakowski ; and his Buſineſs to bring Advice, ac- 
cording to Cuftom, of a ſolemn Embaſſy from 
the King and Republick. Count Chomentowskt, 


* Palatine of Mazovia, was charged with that Com- 


miſſion z and Bakowsk; informed the Porte, that 
he was now preparing to ſet out from Y/arſaw. 
The Envoy was received with all the cuſtomary 
Honours; had his Audiences, both of the Grand 
Viſir and the Sultan: Yet, ſo did Poniatowsk: 
manage Matters, that, notwithſtanding his pub- 
lick Reception, this very Miniſter was afterwards 
ſent under a ſtrong Guard to the King of Sweden, 
as a Priſoner, whom his Majeſty might diſpoſe 
of as he thought proper. 

This Procedure was not perfectly regular: But 
the King's Will was obeyed ; and the Credit of 
Poniatowski appeared on this Occaſion in its full 
Extent, 

There was not, in this Meeting, any Diſpute 
about the Ceremonial ; nor was it made a Queſ- 
tion whether the Troops ſhould aſſemble at Bender 
or at Belgrade; but they were to march on the 
Side of the Danube, over which Orders were 
given to the Prince of Moldavia to build a 
Bridge, ina Place called Gachtzchta. 

The Czar had ſecret Intrigues with the Princes 
of Moldavia and Walachia, the. firſt of whom 
went early to join him. The other contented 
himfelf with ſending his Son-in-Law, and five 
thouſand Men. They both concluded, before- 
hand, that the Muſcovites would be victorious. 
The Czar had alſo ſent into Albania one Sava, 
a Raguſan, formerly Interpreter to the Engliſh, 
to raiſe an Inſurrection among the Greeks againſt 
the Grand Signior. He was himſelf ſo confident 
of his approaching Victories, that he declared he 
would be buried at Conſtantinople 4 which ag 4 

| S 


(55) 
he might have been, without conquering that 
City, if the Grand Viſir had followed the Coun- 
ſels of Count Poniatowsk:, | 


M. de Voltaire's Text. ö 
Amſterdam Edition, p. 321-338. Englih Tran- 

ſlation, p. 198—209. 
The new Viſir, Baltagi Mehemet, not being un- 
der the ſame Engagements, (as the Kam of the 
Tartars) would not flatter a foreign Prince ſo far. 
He recalled the Order, and this great Army was 
drawn together at Adrianople, As ſoon as the- 
Grand Viſir received the News, that Peter Alex- 
iowitz was marching into Moldavia,—bhe proceeded 
to paſs the Danube upon à Bridge of Boats near 
Saccia, and formed an entrenched Camp.—The 
Czar ---found himſelf without Proviſions, between 
the Pruth and an hundred thouſand Turks, In 
this Extremity he ſaid publickly, I am at leaſt in 
as bad a Situation as my Brother Charles was at 


« Pultowa.”* They agreed that it was neceſſary to ſue 


for Peace to the Turks,---and the Treaty was con- 
cluded and ſigned the 21ſt of July, 1711.---The King 
of Sweden, enraged, went directly to the Grand 
Viſir's Tent, and reproached him for this Treaty.--- 


Mas it not in your Power, ſaid be, to carry the. 


© Czar Priſoner to Conſtantinople ?--- And who 
* ſhould govern his Empire in bis Abſence ?? an- 
fwered the Turk. It is not fit that all Kings 
« ſhould be out: of their. Kingdoms.” ---Charles, full 
of Indignation,---threw himſelf down upon a Sopha, 
ſtretched out his Leg, and entangling his Spur in the 
Turk's Robe, tore it; then roſe up immediately, 
and returned to Bender full of Deſpair. Ponia- 


towski continued ſome Time longer with the Grand 


Viſir ;--but, it being P rayer-Time, — the Turk. 
went to waſh himſelf, and attend his Devotion. 
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| R E MA R K. 
T is neceſſary to know, that the Turks, when 
they make War in Europe, always halt for 
ſix Weeks at Adrianople, either to give Time for 
the Aſian Troops to come up, or to put their 
Horſes to Graſs, which they pretend enables them 
the better to undergo Fatigue. 

The Grand Viſir, who had no more Courage 
at a Diſtance than near an Enemy, ſtopped there, 
according to Cuſtom, notwithſtanding the News 
he received of the Enemy's having entered Mol- 
davia : And he retarded his March as much as 
poſlible, to avoid coming to an Engagement with 
the Muſcovites; believing, according to the Hoſ- 
podar of Moldavia's Relation, that their Troops 
amounted to an hundred and fifty thouſand Men, 


and their Artillery to ſix hundred Pieces of Can- 


non. | 
Count Poniatowski, manifeſtly perceiving the 
Falſhood of this Report, repreſented to the 
Grand Viſir, and his Council, that theſe Rumours 
were ſpread only to intimidate them, and to ſlacken 
their March, that the Enemy might have Time 
to ſeize the Bridge that had been built upon the 
Danube, and then to beſiege Bender. 
The Solidity and Vivacity of his continual 
Remonſtrances, joined to the Suſpicions they be- 
an to entertain of the Hoſpodar of Moldavia's 
telligence with the Czar, made the Turks re- 
ſolve to march on; which they did with ſo much 
Expedition, that at five Days End the- Grand 
Signior's Armies were on the other Side of the 
Bridge upon the Danube. There the Grand Viſir, 


having heard of the Prince of Moldavia's Defec- 


tion, and found what was the Tendency of his 
Relations concerning the Greatneſs of the Muſco- 
vite Army, returned Thanks to Count Poni- 
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atowski for his good Advice, promiſed him 
Mountains of Gold from the Grand Signior, and 
from himſelf a Preſent which the Turks ſet a very 
high rate by; no leſs than the Choice of two 
pretty Girls from among ſixty of the handſomeſt 
Slaves in his Seraglio, to refreſh himſelf with at 
his Return to Conſtantinople from the Fatigues of 
the Campaigns. 

The Grand Viſir ſtaid there ten Days, to give 
his Army Repoſe, and land the heavy Aritillery, 
which had come by Sea. He then ſent for the 
Han of the Tartars, to deliberate with him upon 
the Operations of the War, and intreated Count 
Poniatowski to take a Turn to Bender, and invite 
the King of Swede to their grand Council. 

In the mean time, the Czar made himſelf 
Maſter of Moldavia. He detached General Renne 
with ſome Regiments of Dragoons, and the Va- 
lachians, to ſeize Brahilow, a Place ſituated upon 
the Danube, above that where the Turkiſb Army 
was encamped. His Deſign, in Appearance, 
was to build a Bridge there, that he might with 
more Facility penetrate forwards into the Coun- 
try, and execute his vaſt Projects. 

Count Peniatowski found the King of Sweden, 
at Bender, fully reſolved to repair immediately to 
the Turkih Camp. His Majeſty, however, be- 
fore his B e, ſent for his great Chancellor 
Mullern, and Privy-Councillor Fiif, to ask them, 
contrary to his uſual Cuſtom, their Advice con- 
cerning what he intended. Thele two Gentlemen, 
tho? otherwiſe Perſons of great Provity 3 whether 
they were piqued againſt Count Poniatowskt, 
becauſe he had not been before-hand with them ; 
or whether thro? a particular Policy, reſerved only 
tor Miniſters 3 or, laſtly, whether it was through 
a ſad Fatality; repreſented to the King, that it 


was not conſiſtent with his Majeſty to be preſent 
1 among 
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among ſuch a haughty and contemptuous Nation; 
who had ſo much Regard for external Magnifi- 
cence, without an Equipage ſuitable to his royal 
Dignity 3 nor to ſerve, as a ſimple Voluntier, in 
a foreign Army. Theſe Repreſentations, and a 
thouſand other Reaſons, gave riſe to ſome Deli- 
beration, and mace the King at laſt alter his 
Reſolution. 

Count Poniatowski was diſpatched, with ill- 
digeſted Excuſes, and even with an Order to per- 
ſuade the Grand Viſir to come to Bender, in order 
to concert there, with the King, a general Plan for 
a laſting War. The Count was extremely mor- 
tied at this, as well as at another unlucky Affair 
that aroſe afterwards from the ſame Source. It 
was, his not having been informed of a Letter 
which the Grand Signior had writ to the King, 
upon ſending to Bender the Envoy of King Au- 
guſtus; wherein his Highneſs promiſes his Ma- 
jeſty, that he will ever be his faithful Ally; and 
that, if Heaven bleſſed his Arms, he would ne- 
ver make Peace with the Czar, except the Intereſt 
of the King were equally compriſed in it with his 
own. Poniatowski might have made an advan- 
tageous Uſe of ſuch a Letter as this with the 
Grand Viſir, when the Affair of Pruth was up- 
on the Carpet. | 
At his Return to the Turkiþ Camp, he ſaid 
all that he could think of to excuſe his Maſter for 
not coming. But the the Grand Vilir, turning 
towards the Han told him, that © this was ſuch 
an Anſwer as he expected, and that this haugh- 
ty Pagan would never do them ſo much Ho-- 
nour.” 

From that Moment, Count Poniatowski re- 
marked in the Viſir a great deal of Coldneſs to- 
watds his Perſon, However, as this Turki/þ 
Miniſter had always found his Account in Ponia- 

5 towski's 


(59 ) 


towski's Advice, he continued to make uſe of 
that, and had him ſtill called to Council upon the. 


leaſt Intelligence of the Enemy's Motions. The 


Count, as he perceived the Muſcovites were ad- 
vancing ,was of the Opinion to go and meet them. 
His Advice was followed ; and, after a March 


of five Days, the Turkiſh Army arrived at the 


Banks of Pruth, over which it was neceſſary to 
erect Bridges. | | 

Scarce had they encamped, when between 
ſeven and eight Thouſand Muſcovite Cavalry, un- 
der the Command of General Ogilvi, appeared, 
towards Evening, on the other Side of the Ri- 
ver, and pitched a much more extenſive 
Camp than was needful for ſuch a Detach- 
ment. 

The Grand Viſir, who had never ſeen an Ar- 
my, and was by Nature a great Poltroon, ima- 
gined that he ſhould be inevitably loft, if the E- 
nemies came to attack him. Count Ponia- 
towski, judging by what they had done that they 
were only come to reconnoitre the Ottoman Ar- 
my, and that their ſole Aim, as well in the Ex- 


tent of their Camp as in their great Fire, was to 


impoſe upon the Turks and make them believe 
that the whole Auſcovite Army was arrived; 
concluded that they would retire in the Night, 
and did all in his Power to encourage the Viſir, 
and perſuade him to get the Bridges made with 
all Expedition. 

What Poniatowski had foreſeen, came to paſs : 
The Enemies Camp diſappeared at Break of 
Day. This animated the Tartars and the Turk 
½% Van-Guard to ſwim the River, and follow 
Ogilvi. They came up with him, and took ſome 
of his Men Priſoners. 

The Viſir reſolved to lay the Bridges; and ſo 
much Expedition was uſed, that, in twenty four 

I 2 Hours 
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Hours Time, two of them were finiſhed. Over 
theſe the Army began to paſs at Break of Day,and 
was all on the other Side about ten o'Clock in the 
Morning. The Men diſcovered a great Ardor 
for engaging the Enemy: But the Viſir, as there 
was now no River between them,obſtinately inſiſt- 
ed upon not advancing, and ordered Tents to be 
pitch'd. 

Count Pontatowski, on this Occaſion, had need 
of all his Eloquence to urge on the March; eſpe- 
cially as he underſtood, by the Relations of the 
Scouts who had followed Oęilvi, and by the Mu. 
covite Prifoners, that the Czar now thought of 
nothing but retreating. But, as he could not 
overcome the Wilfulneſs of the Viſir, he told 
him, that all the Reports that had been brought 
him were falſe; that thoſe who had overtcok Ogil- 
vi's Detachment, and gave out that they had defeat- 
ed the Enemy's whole Army, impoſed on him; and 
that, if he would let him have five or fix truſty 
Perſons,to go with him and reconnoitre theirCamp, 
he would give him an exact Account of their Si- 
tuation, and inform him what was neceſſary to be 
done. 

The Viſir, to get rid of his Importunities, 
granted his Requeſt ; and away Pontatowski rode 
full ſpeed. He returned immediately, and re- 
doubled his Sollicitations ; offered to anſwer tor the 
Event with his Head, and ventured to promiſe 
that he would put the Czar's Perſon into the 
Viſir's Hands, if he would but march againſt the 
Enemies, who were already at their Wits End, 
and had been oblig'd to draw up their whole Ar- 
my in 4 Square, to defend themſelves againſt the 


Tartars of the Turkiſh Van-Guard : But that if 
he neglected that ſingle Day, the Enemy, who 
had but a League from the Place where they were 
to the Entrance of a Foreſt, would take Advan- 

| tage 
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rage of the Night ; that by this Means the Glory 
of a Victory would ſlip out of his Hands; that it 
was neceſſary therefore to haſten the March, be- 
fore the Muſcovites could reach the Foreſt ; that 
they nad not a Moment left for Deliberation, but 
that he muſt take his Reſolution that Inſtant. 
The five Turks, who had followed Pontatowsk:, 
and whom he had inſtructed to make Remarks 
upon the Situation of the Enemies, could not a- 
void giving in a juſt Report. 

The General of the Turki/h Army, who were 
preſent at theſe Relacions, formed from them an 
advantageous Idea, and great Hopes of Victory; 
and, joining all their Perſuaſions to thoſe of Count 
Poniatowski, they were ſo powerful, that at laſt 
the Grand Viſir was obliged to march; but all the 
Way threatening Portatowski, that his Head 
ſhould pay for it, it they did not ſucceed. 

As ſoon as the Troops were upon the March, 
the Count put himſelf at their Head, with the 
Aga of the Janiſſaries, and the Viſir's Kihaia his 
particular Friend. The Grand Viſir brought up 
the Rear, and they all advanced with great Ex- 
pedition. 

The Muſcovites, upon Advice that the Turks 
were building of Bridges, had ordered three Hun- 
dred Foot Soldiers to ſail down the Pruth in 
ſmall Boats, and endeavour to break them down, 
or to burn them. All the Men of this whole De- 
tachment were taken Priſoners,and brought before 
the Grand Viſir ; who made the Army halt, to 
divert himſelf with cutting off the Heads of theſe 
poor Wretches. Count Poniatowski, ſeeing the 
Army ſtop, rode to know the Reaſon of it, He 
ſurpriſed to behold the barbarous and 111-timed 
Amuſement of the Viſir; and ſo effectually re- 
preſented the Enormity of this Proceeding, that 
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(62) 
he ſaved the Lives of an Hundred and Fifty of 
theſe miſerable * got the March to be 
continued. 

When they came in ſight of the Enemies, and 
had advanced within Musket-Shot of them, they 
halted a ſhort Space, to diſpoſe the Attack on 
the Side they thought proper. But the Janiſſa- 
ries, full of Ardor and good Reſolution, kept 
ſtill advancing, without attending to the Orders; 
and, ſetting up a frightful Outcry of Allah! 
Allah | many Times repeated, to invoke the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of God according to their Cuſtom, they 
fell upon the Enemies Sabre in Hand, and would 
certainly have forced them in this firſt and vigo- 
rous Attack, had it not been for the Chevaux de 
Friſe, which the Muſcovites had thrown before 
them. 

A general Diſcharge at the ſame Time, almoſt 
in their Faces, not only allayed the Ardor of the 
Janiſſaries, but put them in Confuſion, and cbli- 

ed them to a precipitate Retreat, The Kihaia 
and the Aga of the Janiſſaries put to the Sword 


thoſe that they met flying, and endeavoured to 


make theTroops ſtop, and recover their Order. The 
moſt brave among them renewed their Cries, 
and gave a ſecond Attack: But this was not ſo 
vigorous as the firſt ; and the Turks ſaw them- 
ſelves obliged to retire once more. The Kihaia 
then ſaid to Count Poniatotosti, My Friend, 
we run the Risk of being beat, and 
we ſhall be ſo infallibly.“ The Count, ha- 
ving obſerved that the 3 made no Advan- 
tage of the Diſorder cauſed among the Turks, 
but kept ſtill firm in their Square, gave in 
Anſwer, that, © far from being beat, he congra- 
culated him before-hand upon a certain Victory, 
eſpecially if they did but advancewith a little more 
Order than they had hitherto done, becauſe the 

Enemy 
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( 03) 
Enemy was only on the Defenſive.” It begun al- 
ready to grow dusk, when the Turks gave ano- | 
ther Attack with the ſame Cries, and in the ſame . | 
Manner ; but this too was ineffectual. | 
The two Turkiſh Generals, the Kihaia and the | 
Aga of the Janiſſaries, uneaſy at the ſmall Suc- 
ceſs of their Attacks, were pacified by the Re- | 
preſentations of Count Poniatowski, with whom 
they held a petty Council to conſult what they 
muſt do. As the Count had continually, ever 
ſince they ſet out from Conſtantinople, inculcated 
to them the Manner they ought to attack in, and 
how to form the Order of Battle, he thought they 
would have conformed to his Advice, But the 
Kihaia told him, that if they had the Misfortune [144 
to be beat when they followed a new Way of | | 
Fighting, the Fault would lie upon them; and of 
that in ſpite of any Excuſe they could make, they 
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ſhould bath loſe their Heads; he, the Kihaia, for Ut 
having followed that Method; and Poniatowoski, 0 
for having adviſed it. But, added he, if we | 


are beat in our uſual Diſpoſition, with which we | 
have conquered ſo many Countries, then Pro- Tit 
vidence alone will be accountable for the E- 10 
vent. ERS 
Count Poniatousłi then gave his Opinion, that 
they ſhould encloſe the Enemies with a Ditch, to 
be worked upon all the Night, and wait the Ar- 
rival of their Artillery, in order to make uſe of 
it at Break of Day; aſſuring him, that the Can- 
non alone, of which they had five hundred Pieces, 
would be ſufficient to deſtroy the whole Muſco- 
vile Army. The Kihaia promiſed to do ſo, and 
immediately gave his Orders thereupon ; leaving 
the Janiſſaries in the ſame Place where they had 
begun to attack. 
TheTurksaſcribe much toProvidence,and ſtrong- 4 
ly believe in Predeſtination. The Anſwer which WW 
One 2 
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| dne of them gave to Count Poniatowski, will 
give a general Idea of their Sentiments there- 
upon. 

A Gentleman-like Sort of. a Man, belonging to 
the Grand Viſir's Court, being extremely well 
mounted, did nothing but make Excurſions 
during the whole March from Conſtantinople. He 
every Pay tired ſeveral Horſes. His Skill in ma- 
naging his Horſe, making Uſe of his Lance, 
and wheeling about, was admired by every Body, 
even by Count Pomatowski himſelf, who asked 
the Kihaia one Day, What Man that was ? Hean- 
ſwered, that the Man, beſides his great Addreſs, had 
an extraordinary Share of Courage; and that, 
having often been a hunting upon the Frontiers 
of Perſia, he with his own Hand had killed 
four Lions, 

On the Day of the Attack, this Tyrk followed 
the Kihaia in the Action: But he contradicted 


{ 
the good Opinion' they had conceived of him, 
and ſhewed the utmoſt Timidity ; pulling the f 
Kihaia continually by the Sleeve, and in plain c 
Terms perſuading him to retire. Poniatowskz / 
remarked his Uneaſineſs; and, to make the þ 
Turkiſh General a little merry, bid him fend his t 
Hector to hunt Lions, ſince he could fight no- li 
thing out Beaſts, T 

The next Day, Count Ponzatowwski dining with as 
the Kihaia, and the Converſation falling upon to 
the preceding Day's Action, when much was in- 
troduced concerning Deſtiny, Poniatotsi made t 


ſome Remarks upon the falſe Bravery of the 
famous Lion-hunter, who was alſo at Table. 
But the latter, without diſcompoſing himſelf in t 
the leaſt, gave this ſimple Anſwer: How do af 
you know if I was not predeſtinated to fly Yeſ- 
terday ? Another Time, perhaps, it will be my 


Turn to purſue.“ The Laughers, however, were 
„ ghd Pins 
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not of my Gentleman's Si de. But let us returf 
to the Muſcovites. 
They were certainly in the moſt ſcurvy Situ- 
ation that can be imagined: Surrounded on one 
Side by the Turks, and having the River before 
them on the other, the oppoſite Bank of which 
was guarded by fifteen thouſand Tartars, Turks, 
and Poles of the Palatinate of Kzovia, who in- 
commoded them extremely with Volleys of 
Musket Shot, that they had no Poſſibility of eſ- 
caping. 

The Night growing very dark, the Kihaia 
and Count Poniatowski waited again on the Grand 
Viſir, and found him trembling, though he was 
out of Cannon's- reach. After a ſhort Converſa- 
tion, Ponzatowski retired to repoſe himſelf in a 
ſmall Barrack, which his People had pitched near 
the Grand Viſir's Tent. 

Some Hours after, hearing the Noiſe of Carts 
that were not greaſed, he fent to know the 
Meaning of it. His Emiſſary brought him Word, 
that they were Muſcovite Carts; but, that he 
could not well diſtinguiſh what they carried. 
At Break of Day he went to his Friend the Ki- 
haia, and told him his Sentiments concerning 
theſe Carts: But was anſwered, that in all like- 
lihood it was the Booty which the Janiſſaries, or 
ſome others of the Army, had made. He then 
asked him, if he would not mount his Horſe, 
to ſee what was to be done. The Kihaia ſeemed 
to give his Conſent with Pleaſure z but told him, 
that they muſt firſt go and ſee the Grand Viſir. 

At that Inſtant, the Guard brought an Aid de 
Camp of General 'Szeremetoff s, with a Letter to 
the Grand Viſir, in which the R n General, 
after having affectedly attributed, with much Ex- 
aggerations, the Cauſe of the War to the Czar's 


Enemies, propoſed to come to a Treaty, The 
K Grand 
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(66) 
Grand Viſir deſiring to know Count Poniatowshi'a 
Sentiments of the Matter, the Count replied 
that' there was no need to give an Anſwer in 
haſte, nor to capitulate with People whom Ne- 
ceſſity had reduced to that Extremity, that they 
muſt all ſurrender Priſoners of War; and that 
the Attack ought to begin, and the Artillery to 
play. He then whiſpered the Kihaia, and they 
both went out of the Viſir's Tent, and mounted 
their Horſes, to make the neceſſary Diſpoſitions. 
They examined the Situation of the Enemies, 
without firing a Shot on one Side or the other. 

The right Wing of the Muſcovites appeared to 
be thinner of Men than the left; which exten- 
ding over a Ground that was ſomewhat marſhy, 
was conſequently leſs entrenched, Ponzatowskt 
made the Kihaia obſerve this, and obliged him 
to order the Artillery to begin to play on all 
Sides, while the Men got ready to make 
ſeveral Attacks at once. At that Moment Word 
was brought the Kihaia, that the Viſir com- 
manded him to forbear firing, for that the Ene- 
mies deſired to capitulate, and were juſt on the 
Point of ſending their Ambaſſadors. The Ki- 
haia not daring, as he ſaid, to contradict this, 
gave Orders, that they ſhould ceaſe firing, and 
rode up to the Muſcovite Entrenchments, to ſee 
what was doing there. | . 

Count Poniatowski made him again remark 
the Poſſibility there was of attacking them very 
eaſi y, and breaking them at the firſt Shock; their 
Entrenchments being but very ſhallow, and full 
of Water up to their Knees. They all appeared 
rather Dead than Alive, and the Want of Victuals 
compleatly made their Situation the worſt and 
molt grievous that could be. 

When they went round the Intrenchments, 
three Mufcovite Officers came out to them, wy 
0 
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of whom had known Count Poniatowski particu- 
larly at Conſtantinople. The Count had recommended 
him to the King of Sweden, as a Man fit for his 
Service. He had even been at Bender, where 
the King made him a preſent of three hundred 
Ducats, in recompence for his Good-will, and 
gave him a Paſſport to go into Poland. This Of- 
ficer addreſſed himſelf to the Count, and told him, 
that the Czar his Maſter had ſent bim, with the 
other Officer, to ſue for Peace; and that the King 
of Sweden might obtain all that he wiſhed for, 
provided that he, Count Poniatotasi, would in- 
tereſt himſelf in the Affair. Poniatowski, who 
thought of nothing but taking the Czar and all 
his Army Priſoners, reproached the Officer for 
his Infidelity and Impoſture, in that he had made 
no other Ule of his Recommendation to the King 
of Sweden, than juſt to go to his Enemies: Then 
went on, without hearing him any further, and, 


with the Kihaia, returned to the Grand Viſir 8 
Tent. 


That Miniſter, ſwelled with Pride like 5 


Toad, asked Count Poniatowski © if he did not 
admire at the many great Things he had done, 
before he had been yet a Year Viſir'? After a 

very ſhort Compliment upon his good Succeſs, 
Poniatowski told him, that © he was well pleaſed 
to ſee his Predictions accompliſhed ; but, that it 


was now in his Power to get the Czar into his 


Hands, make all his Army Priſoners, and his 
whole Country tributary.” The Viſir then told 
him, that he deſired to have his Thoughts in 
Writing; and Count Poniatowski, by his Inter- 
preter, had them minuted down in Turkiſh. They 
conſiſted but of two Points; 1. To make 
the Czar come before him, and ſend him imme- 
diately to the Grand Signior. . to make all 
his Army lay down their Arm „and ſurrender 

K 2 Priſoners 
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Priſoners of War. What was to be done further 
would appear afterwards.“ The Grand Viſir had 
them read out aloud, and put them in his Pocket, 
without ſaying a Word to them. 
Count Poniatowski had ſent that Day to Bender, 
very early in the Morning, to inform the King of 
Sweden of all that paſſed, He went immediately 
out of the Viſir's Tent, after the Converſation a- 
bove, and was told, that the Czar's Plenipoten- 
tiaries were coming. 

It had been agreed with the Count, that the 
Viſir ſhould not hear theſe Plenipotentiaries, nor 
ſhould they be brought before him, but have their 
Audience in the Tent of Hummer Effendi, Secre- 
tary of State. This 'Tent was got ready for that 
Purpoſe, and immediately filled with People. 
But the Plenipotentiaries, inſtead of alighting 
there, rode directly to the Grand Viſir's Tent, 
and were introduced by the Capigi Baſhaw, who 
had conducted them thither. 

As ſoon as they appeared, inſtead of meeting 
with a rough Reception, Stools were called for, 
in order for them to fit down. This began to put 
Count Poniatowski very much out of Humour. It 
was natural for them to ſet forth the Subject of 
their Miſſion : But the Grand Viſir prevented them 
with a Hos Geldy, which is a very friendly Sort of 
Salutation, and bid them be ſeated. Then ob- 
ſerving Count Poniatowsk?'s Interpreter ſtanding 
on one Side, he called him, and bid him ask the 
Plenipotentiaries, What they came to do in the 
Grand Signior's Territories?” Adding, That 
they had deſolated Moldavia, and that the Viſir 
required Satisfaction, which was the Reſtitution 
of Aſoph ;. that he wiſhed to have Taiganrock 
and Kamienny- Zaton demoliſhed z and that he 
demanded their Artillery. 
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The Plenipotentiaries, ſurpriſed at all this Le- 
nity, and a Reception that they had no Room to 
expect, anſwered, * That they had paid for what 
they had had in Moldavia ; that the Invaſion of 
the Tartars into their Territories, the preceding 
Winter, had obliged them to ſeek Revenge; 
* that, to preſerve the Grand Signior's Friendſhip, 
* the Czar would reſtore Aſoph, and raſe Taigan- 
* rock; but, that Kamienny- Zaton was neceſfary 
© to him, to cover him from the Incurſions of the 
* Tartars.* And as they were afraid, they ſaid, 
of forgetting ſome of the Viſir's Demands, they 
prayed them to let them be put in Writing: For 
which Purpoſe the Viſir ſent them into the Secre- 
tary's Tent. 

As they went out, they asked who that Man 
was that had ſerved them for an Interpreter ? And 
being informed, that he belonged to Count Poni- 
atowski, they proteſted againſt him, and required 
to have either the Interpreter of the Porte, who 
was not there, or their own. 

While they were in the Tent of the Secretary of 
State, Count Poniatowski, perceiving that the 
Carts in the Night had worked their Effect, took 
Occaſion to tell the Grand Viſir, That with all 
the Advantages which God had vouchſafed him 
over his Enemies, it was in his Power to require 
of them, and to obtain, other Terms than had been 
propoſed ; that he had the faireſt Opportunity of 
making all Muſcovy tributary, of ſending the 
Perſon of the Czar as a Preſent to the Grand Sig- 
nior, of making all his Army Priſoners, of get- 
ting rid for-ever of ſo dangerous an Enemy, of 
ſerving the King of Sweden, and of procuring, to 
the Sultan his Maſter, ſo great an Influence among 
all Nations, that they would earneſtly ſue for his 
Friendſhip : That, as it now was, he ſhametully 
torgot the Glory of the Empire, and the — 
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of his Maſter; that he had two hundred thouſand 
Witneſſes of his Actions; and that, if there was 
not found one among them all, who would bear 
Witneſs to the Truth, he, Poriatowski, would 
himſelf preſent Petition upon Perition to the 
Grand Signior, to give him a thorough Inſight 
into all the Actions and Proceedings of the 
Viſtr,? 

The Miniſter, enraged 1n the higheſt Degree 
at theſe ſharp Reproaches, made in the Preience 
of ſo many People, returned very abuſive Lan- 
guage, and uttered ſevere Menaces againſt the 
Count, who replied again in the ſame Strain, and 
went out, n 

Halt an Hour after, the Maſcovite Plenipoten- 


tiaries returned into the Viſir's Tent, and aner- 


ed his Demands much in the ſame "Terms 5 be- 
tore; adding only, that they invu!! want their 
Artillery to detend them in their March againſt 
the #:::7-5, who doubtleſs would inſult them if 
they ſaw the: deſtitute of Arms. 

Then the Grand Viſir, as if juit waking from 
a deep Slcep, told the Plenipotentiaries, that the 
Turks had a Gueſt among them, the King of Swe— 
den, for whom he demandcd a free Paſſage, To 
which the Plenipotentiaries anſwered, that they 
not only granted him a Paſſage; but that they 
were ready to carry him upon their Arms, The 
Viſir, hearing this, uttered a loud Exclamation 
upon the honeſt Intention of the Plenipatentiaries. 

He inſiſted, however, upon having the Can- 
non, and Freedom for the Coffacks, that their 
Country might become independent. M. Szaf- 
rote, one of the Plenipotentiaries, anſwered, in 
order to ſatisfy him, that he might order the Pieces 
that were in the Army to be told over, and that 
the Czar would give him the ſame Number at A. 
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demoliſhed; adding, that the Grand Viſir was too 
juſt to demand Aſoph in any other Situation, than 
what it was found in when the Muſcovites took it; 
and that he might be ſure, that the ſame Quantity 
of Pieces ſhould be left there, as were found when 
it was ſurrendered by the Turks. The Grand Viſir, 
charmed with this Anſwer, made another Excla- 
mation, and declared that he could not in Juſtice 
demand any thing more, Mr, S$zaffirow then 
prayed the Grand Viſir, that he might depart 
with theſe Conditions, 1n order to get them ratified 
by his Maſter. This was granted him; while 
Szeremetoff, the ſecond Plenipotentiary, remained 
in the Turkiſh Camp. 

Count Poniatowski, quite in Deſpair, and ſunk 
deep in Reflection, ſeeing that it was impoſſible 
to bring the Viſir to more Reaſon, reſolved to 
try another Method. For this Purpoſe he went 
to the Trench, threw a thouſand Ducats amon 
the Janiſſaries and Train of Artillery, who 
knew him very well, and animated them againſt 
the Grand Viſir; telling them, that his own pri- 
vate Intereſt had induced him to make a ſhame- 
ful Peace, by which he deprived ſo many brave 
Men of many Millions, which they muſt have got 
by forcing the Enemy's Intrenchments; which they 
had ſtill an Opportunity of doing, if they would 
but hearken to and follow him. But, whether 
they did not care to expoſe themſelves any farther, 
or that they durſt not attempt any thing without 
Orders, they took the Money, and lamented 
Count Pomatowski, without ſtirring. 

The Count, grieved to the Heart, that this 
Stratagem had not ſucceeded, and full of confuſed 
Ideas, went to demand Audience of the Grand 
Viſir ; who having convoked his Divan, ordered 
the Count to be told, that © he would be no 
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Jonger ſo paſſive as he had been ; and that, if he 
forgot his Reſpect in the leaſt Particular, he ex- 
pofed himſelf to imminent Danger.“ Poniatowskt 
anſwered, that he had never had a Deſign to 
affront the Grand Viſir; that he reverenced his 
Dignity; and that, if he had repreſented the 
Truth with a little too much Warmth, he would 
be more circumſpect for the future, but, that he had 
Things to ſay to him of the utmoſt Importance.“ 

Upon which the Viſir, having ordered him in, 

and told him, © that the Peace being once made, 
all his Repreſentations would be in vain; and that 
he had nothing to do but to make himſelf eaſy, 
becauſe there ſhould not be a Syllable of the Con- 
ditions altered :? Pontatowski anſwered, © That he 
did not come to infringe the Conditions, but to 
communicate to him ſome Reflections upon them. 

He owned it was true, that he ſaw with 
Grief the Czar and his Army eſcape ; but, that 
he ſhould be yet more ſorry, if the Grand Viſir 
ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be deceived through his 
Credulicy : That, having agreed upon the Con- 
ditions, it was to be preſumed that he had 
thought of the Means of getting them complied 
with. The Czar, faid he, being juſt upon the 
Point of having his Liberty, and ſaving his Ar- 
my, who can aſſure the Viſir that Aſoph ſhall 
be reſtored, the other Places demoliſhed, and all 
the Conditions executed. 

This ſhrewd Remark ſtruck the Grand Viſir 
and his Council dumb. Poniatowski was defired 
to retire for a Moment, that they might delibe- 
rate upon what he had ſaid. The Reſult of their 
Deliberations was, that Moment, that they would 
take Hoſtages. Poniatowski replied, that they 
were maniteſtly unacquainted with the Muſcovite 
Government; that the Czar would have very 
little Regard to his Subjects, even the principal of 
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them, to extricate himſelf from ſuch a Dif}- 
culty as the preſent ; that they might ſee this, 
and be ſatisfied that what he told them was 
true, in the frequent Examples of Execu- 
tions that he made of Hundreds of Men at a Time, 
upon the ſlighteſt Accuſations, and even without 
examining, whether the Charge was true or falſe. 

They then ſent out the Count once more, to 
conſider of other E pedients; and, having called 
him in immediately after, they told him, that 
England and Holland ſhould be Guarantees of the 
Treaty made with the Czar, as they had been to 
the Peace of Carlowitz. To. which Poniatowfhi 
replied, that they had certainly a wrong Idea of 
the Treaty of Carlowitz ; that thoſe two Powers, 
in Friendſhip with the Emperor of Germany, ſee- 
ing the War with the Porte become more and more 
burthenſome to him, had then offered their Me- 
diation; that the Porte, finding itſelf almoſt in 
the ſame Situation, had accepted it: But, that 
neither of theſe Powers were Guarantees of the 
Treaty ; that a Difference was to be made between 
Mediation and Guarantee; that the Caſes were 
very different; that, not to mention that the two 
Powers were not required, they neither would 
nor could any way meddle in the preſent Affair, 
becauſe, conſidering the Diſtance of their Do- 
minions, it never could be in their Power to 
oblige the Czar to keep the Treaty. 

The Turkiſh Council thought to ſatisfy Poniatow- 
i, by telling him, that they would cauſe the Em- 
baſſadors of England and Holland to come from 
Conſtantinople, and oblige them to the Guarantee. 
But it coſt him no Trouble to ſhew them the Im- 
pertinence of this Thought, when he repre- 
ſented to them, that the Embaſſadors, 


not being inſtructed nor authoriſed by their 
L | Maſters, 
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Maſters, would never dare to do it before they 
had an Anfwer from their Courts ; and that, befides 
their being uncertain whether they would - have 
ſach an Anſwer as the Porte might wiſh for, the 
Thing would take up above ſix Months Time: 
Fhat while they were waiting for it, the Czar 
and all his Army would be far enough off, quite 
out of their Hands, and relieved from the Cir- 
cumſtances of being obliged to keep the ſtipulated 
Conditions, 

The Viſir and his Divan, having nothing 
more to ſay in Reply, told Count Pontatowsk:, 
that his Perſuaſions were to no Purpoſe ; that 
they ſhould not break the Peace in Compliment 
to his Reaſoning ; that they would proceed the 
next Day to the Ratification, unleſs he could find 
other Expedients; and that, if he had none, 
he had better keep his Advice to himſelf, as it 
tended only to embarraſs them, Pontatowskt an- 
ſwered, that, provided they were not too haſty 
in the Ratification, the Expedient ſhould be 
found; which was that as the Tyrks had room 
to doubt, if the Conditions of the Treaty would 
be complied with by the Czar, they ought to give 
Time to the King of Sweden to make his Terms 
with the Czar alſo; and, when that was done, 


the Turks would become Guarantees for the King 


of Sweden, and the King of Sweden for them; 
and in caſe the Czar contravened the Treaty, the 
Porte and Sweden ſhould take Arms together, 
and make one common Cauſe to oblige the Ene- 
my to fulfil his Engagements. 

This Expedient ſeemed to hit their Taſte. 
They ordered the Count immediately to form a 
Project upon the Plan of it, and even for the 
Peace itſelf, againſt the morrow. It was to no 


Purpoſe for him to repeat to them, that he had 
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neither the neceſſary Inſtructions, nor the full 
Powers from the King his Maſter : His Reaſons 
were not regarded, Seeing the Stupidity and 
Obſtinacy of the Grand Viſir, he promiſed to 
work at them all Night, on Condition that they 
would ſuſpend: the Ratification, and not let the 
Enemies get away. The Viſir gave him his 
Aſſurance, that they would do nothing 1chout 
compriſing the King's Intereſt ; and that they 
would ſend him Word as ſoon as Schaffrow re- 
turned, that he might have Time to come to 
Terms with him. | 

Pomatowski, being retired to his Tent to work 
at his Project, had his Eye upon Schaftrow's Ar- 
rival, and the Aſſurances of the Grand Viſir, 
whom he had all the Reaſon in the World to diſ- 
truſt, At Break of Day, having heard that 
Schaffirow was come, he repaired to the Viſir's 
Tent, and placed himſelf behind him; and, 
when the Turk had the Pen juſt ready to ſign the 
Czar's Ratification preſented by Schaffhrow, with- 
out having even read it, he ſtopped his Hand, 
and put him in mind of his Promiſe : But, in- 
ſtead of being heard, he had for anſwer only theſe 
Words of the Viſir : Where you have made your 
Quarrel, you have nothing to do but to make your 
own Peace. 

After the Signature, the Viſir gave Orders to 
let the Muſcovite Army inſtantly march out; to 
furniſh them with neceſſary Proviſions, which 
they were quite deſticute of; and even to give 
them an Eſcorte of five thouſand Turks, to re- 
conduct them to the Frontiers of Poland, that 
the Tartars might not harraſs them in their Way, 

While thele Things were tranſacting, the 
King of Sweden came Poſt from Bender; and, 
as he arrived on the oppoſite Side of the River, 
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over-againſt the Myſcovite Army, and ſaw their 
Motions, and that they were intermixed with the 
Turks, without any Injury being done on either 
Side; not knowing what had happened, and quite 
impatient to be intormed, inſtead of going to look 
for a Bridge three Leagues off, he ſwam his Horſe 
over the River, and rode quite thro” the Muſcovite 
Camp, without having a Word ſaid to him. He 
ſent an Officer before to inform Count Ponatoryskt 
of his Arrival, who carried the News to the Viſir, 
and mounted his Horſe to go and meet him. 
When he came up to his Majeſty, he gave him a 
ſhort Account of the Situation of Affairs. 

The Grand Viſir ſent two Baſhaws to meet the 
King, to invite him into his Camp, and offered 
him his Tent: He came out on Horſeback alſo 
himſelf, with all his Court, who ranged them- 
ſelves before the Tent, to receive his Majeſty. 
After Reverence paid in their Manner, he 1ntro- 
duced him into his Tent; where the King, hav- 
ing alighted, placed himſelf upon a Sopha on the 
right, the Han of the Tartars in the middle, and 
the Viſir in a Corner on the left. This laſt opened 
the Scene with a Hos geldy ſaffa geldy, which ſig- 
nifies, you are welcome ; and at the ſame Time 
gave a Recital of his Victory, and made his own 
Panegyrick ; mentiqning what a few Months he 
had been Viſir, and what glorious Things he had 
already atchieved. The King having asked him, 
If he was not reſponſible to his Maſter for hav- 
ing neglected to make uſe of his Advantage? 
he anſwered, with a haughty Stupidity, * That 
he was the Vicar of the Empire; that his Maſter, 
having entruſted him with his Army and his 
Power, had made him abſolute in War and Peace; 
that having thought proper to make a Peace ſo ad- 
vantageous and honourable, the Grand Signior 
would intirely approve of it; and that nothing 
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in the World could make any Alteration in it.“ 
While they were talking, Coffee was brought in, 


and the King drank one Diſh. He then told the 


Viſir, That his Maſter would have more Reaſon 
to be ſatisfied, if he had the Czar in his Hands ; 
and if the Viſir would give him but twenty thou- 
ſand Janiſſaries, he would take upon him to deli- 
ver that Monarch up yet.” The Turk anſwered by 
an Eſtaforla, that is, God forbia! © The good 
God, added he, has divided the World, and 
given a Part of it to every Prince, for him to 
govern, And who ſhall govern Muſcovy, if { 
take away its Prince? He concluded with ſaying, 
that Peace being once made, it ſhould ſubſiſt. 
The King, having heard this ſtupid Anſwer, 
went briskly out, mounted his Horſe, and rode to 
viſit the Entrenchment. Count Poniatozski 
ſhewed him, at his Defire, the Diſpoſitions of the 
Attacks. After which the King ordered him to 
remove his Tents immediately to the Camp of 
the Tartars, reſolving not to return any more 
into that which the Viſir had offered him. He 
lay among the Tartars all Night; and the next 
Morning paid a Viſit to their Han, with whom 
he continued an Hour, endeavouring to animate 
him againſt the Muſcovites. But not having been 
able to bring him to a Reſolution, he went to 
Breakfaſt with Count Poniatowski, whom he com- 
manded to ftay in the Camp till his final Orders 
came, and then ſet out on his Return to Bender. 
The Czar, well victualled and eſcorted, march- 
ed away very contented at his having come ſo well 
off. He left with the Viſir Schafirow and Sze- 
remetoff, as his Hoſtages and Plenipotentiaries 
and ſent Orders to the Governor of Aſoph to ſur- 
render that Place, and demoliſh the others. The 
Viſir thought proper to wait in his Camp till the 
Execution of the Treaty. 
Ponia- 


= 
- ona: 
- — — 


me «7 —— 2 
CES = - * — 


0] 

Poniatowski, abandoned to his melancholy Re- 
flections, communicated them to his moſt familiar 
Friends; crying out, without Reſerve, againſt 
the Viſir's Procedure. The Kihaia, who had 
{till a thorough Friendſhip for him, perſuaded 
him to be pacified, and offered him a hundred 
Purſes of Silver tocomfort him ; telling him, that 
he (the Kihaia) was nominated by the Grand Viſir 
to go and carry the Tiding of Peace to the Sultan; 
and that he would not fail to do him Juſtice, with 
regard to the good Services that he had perform- 
ed for the Empire. 

Poniatowski refuſed his Offer with Indignation, 
and told him, that he had beſt take care he made 
a faithful Relation to the Grand Signior; for 
that his Highneſs ſhould know the Truth ſooner 
or later: That in reality, if he endeavoured to 
ſpare the Grand Viſir, inſtead of the Recom- 
pence that he promiſed himſelf for his good News 
(which Recompence 1s uſually one of the beſt Go- 
vernments) he ſhould be puniſhed for his Falſe- 
hood, 

The Grand Viſir had taken the Precaution, that 
no Man ſhould paſs the Danube, without firſt giving 
him Adviceof it. As Count Pontatowwski had reſolved 
to communicate to the Grand Signior, all the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Battle, and the Treaty, and the 
many Faults committed by the Viſir, he wrote 
down an exact Relation of the Campaign, and 
propoſed to a Janiſſary, whom he had in his Ser- 
vice, and whom he knew to be entirely. devoted 
to his Intereſt, the Office of going to Conſtanti- 
nople at all hazards, and preſenting theſe Me- 
moirs to the Sultan. The Janiſſary changed his 
uſual Dreſs; and, pretending an earneſt Deſire 
to ſee his Wife, entered himſelf as Servant to his 
Brother, who was the Kihaia's Page; and by this 
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Means got to Conſtantinople in the Kihaia's Re- 
tinue. 

The Count had not ſufficient Time to put his 
Relation in Turkiſh ; and therefore addreſſed it to 
the Sieur Bru, Chancellor of the French Embaſſy, 
for him to tranſlate it. This obliged the Janiſſa- 
ry to wait till the following Friday, when he pre- 
ſented it to the Grand Signior; who, after having 
read it, to prevent any one's knowing from 
whence it came, ordered the Janiſſary to be clap- 
ped up in a Tower, with a ſtrict Injunction not 
to let him ſpeak to any Perſon whatever. 

Collating this Memoir afterwards with the Ki- 
haia's Relation, and finding them very different 
from one another, he ſent for that Officer, and 
examined him very much, both on the Affair of 
Prutb, and on all the Reſt of the Campaign. He then 
enquired concerning Count Poniatowski, to whom 
the Kihaia did Juſtice, and, confeſſed, that 
he had performed very great Services among them. 
But, when the Grand Signior asked him, what 
was become of the King of Scoeden, and whether 
he did not come to the Camp ? the Kihaia an- 
ſwered, that he did; but, that he was a very 
unpoliſhed Prince; that he indecently ſet himſelf 
down on a Sopha with his Legs dirty; and that, 
though he knew the Peace was concluded, he asked 
the Grand Viſir for twenty Thouſand Janiſſaries, 
that he might go and take the Czar. 

The Grand Signior, though informed of all, 
ſtill diſſembled his Knowledge. But, inſtead of 
giving tae Kihaia the Government of Egypt, 
which he expected, he made him his Maſter of 
the Horſe; telling him, that this was only to de- 
tain him near his Perſon, that he might at caſe 
hear his Relations, which gave him a great deal 
of Pleaſure. His real Deſign, however, was to wait 
the Return of his former Maſter of the Horſe, 

and 
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and the Haſſcki Aga, whom he had fent, 4 
few Days before the Kihaia's Arrival, to get In- 
formation of the Succeſs of the Campaign. But 
let us return to the Turkiſh Army. | 
Count Poniatowski taking the Air one Day on 
Horſeback about the Camp, met the Haſſeki Aga 
his intimate Friend; and having learned the Oc- 
caſion of his coming thither, he took the Oppor- 
tunity of giving him at large a Detail of all that 
had paſſed, They went on talking, without per- 
ceiving that they were juſt over againſt the Grand 
Viſir's Tent, who, ſuſpecting the Subject of their 
Converſation, inſtead of diſpatching back the 
Haſſeki Aga, put him under an Arreft, with an 
Order that he ſhould ſpeak to nobody. ; 

The King had promiſed Count Ponatowsk? to 
recal him, after he had procured the Liberty of 
certain Swedes, who, having been Priſoners a- 
mong the Mu/covites, had made their Eſcape, and 
got to the Turks, in hopes of becoming free. As 
there were among them the Muſicians of ſome of 
the Regiments taken at Pultawa, the Grand Viſir 
had a great Deſire to detain them: But, being 
perpetually ſollicited by Count Pomatowski, he 
was obliged at laſt to deliver them all up. 

All this while he was not recalled ; and heran 
every Day a great Risk of his Life. The Grand 
Viſir, whether he had got any Information of 
the Memoir preſented by the Janiſſary to the 
Grand Signior, or whether he was piqued at the 
Count's repeated Complaints and Declamations, 
had taken the Reſolution to get him aſſaſſinated. 
Pomatowski was informed of it by mere Provi- 
dence. One Day an Aga, or Gentleman of the 
Court, who had all along been near the Count's 
Perſon, by an expreſs Order of the Porte, of 
which the Count was wholly ignorant, came to 
wait upon him more early than uſual, 1 
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ſired to ſpeak with him alone. The Aga was a 


Pole by Birth, but a Renegade in Religion. Ha- 


ving ſaluted the Count with a Good-morrow in 
the Poliſh Language, he opened his Diſcourſe 
with a Torrent of Tears, and told him, that, 
in acknowledgment for the Civilities and 
Liberalities he had heaped upon him, he came to 
inform him, that he would be aſſaſſinated, before 
the Day was over, by Order of the Court; that 


he, with his Comrade, and the Guards that were 


about him, had received Orders to withdraw; 
that twelve Men, pretending to be drunk, would 
come to poinard him in his Tent; and that his 
only Way was to take Meaſures for getting off 
as ſoon as poſſible. Two Hours after the two 
Gentlemen, and the Officer who commanded his 
Guard, came to take their leaves of him; telling 
him, that they had Orders from the Viſir to retire. 
The Count regaled them liberally at parting 3 
but from that Time his Thoughts were wholly 
employed on the Fate he expected. He did 
not ſay a-Word of the Matter however to his 
Domeſticks ; but only ordered them to have Cof- 
fee, Tobacco, Perfumes, and Sweetmeats, all 
in readineſs, becaule he expected ſome Viſitants. 
In the mean Time he furniſhed himſelf with 
two Pocket-Piſtols, recommended his Soul to 
| God, and waited for the fatal Caſtrophe of the 
Tragedy.  -- 

About Noon preciſely, juſt as he had been in- 
formed, he ſaw the pretended Drunkards coming 
directly up to his Tent, They were no ſooner 
entered, but he received them with great Polite- 
neſs, Then calling his Servants, with a coun- 
terfeit Gaiety, and ordering them to bring the 
Coffee, Tobacco, Sweetmeats, Sc. he earneſtly 
intreated the Turks to fit down, and obligingly 


forced them to drink ſome Coffee, ſmoke a 3 
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(32) | 
of Tobacco, and partake of what elſe was there. 
The Turks, aſtoniſhed without Doubt at ſuch a 
Reception, from a Man they were going to. mur- 
der, did nothing but look at one another, without 
uttering a ſingle Word ; till all at once, the chief 
of them, he who in all Likelihood was to begin 
the Execution, ſtarted up ſuddenly, and ſaid to 
the reſt, Heydy gidelim ; which ſignifies, let us be 


gone. As he went out, he turned towards Count 


Poniatowski, and ſaid to him, Ne 0 0 ſen, 
which is as much as to ſay, Thou art an kxtraor- 
dinary Heathen. | 

The Count, having eſcaped ſo great a Danger 
by a ſingular Providence, received, fome Hours 
after, the King's Order for returning to Bender. 
Well pleaſed with this News, as any one may 
imagine, he went immediately to take his Leave 
of the Grand Viſir; and, after ſome ſtrained 
Compliments on both Sides, they being both glad 
to get rid of each other, the Count ſet out the 
ſame Day. 

Some time after, the Viſir received Advice, 
that the Commander of 4/oph would not reſtore 
that Place ; for which he gave this Reaſon, thar, 
though he paid the utmoſt Regard to his Maſter's 
Orders, he could not but look upon thoſe, which 
were ſigned in the Turkiſh Camp, to be extorted 
from him; and therefore would not deliver up 
the Place till he received others. 

The Grand Viſir, in the utmoſt Conſternation 
at this Incident, diſpatched to the Czar Couriers 
after Couriers, to demand freſh Orders to the 
Commander of Aſoph, and the intire Execution of 
the Treaty. The Czar was already a long Way 
off, and his Anſwer did not come. The Turki/h 
Army, weary of being kept in Camp without Ne- 
ceſſity, complained loudly, and inſiſted upon re- 
turning, Every body was diſſatisfied, and re- 

proached 


: 683) 
proached the Viſir for not having followed Ponia- 


lowski*s Advice. ; 
Driven thus to Deſpair, the Viſir wrote to the 


King of Sweden, and prayed him to ſend the 


Count back, for that his Majeſty's Peace with the 
Czar might yet take Place. But the King an- 
ſwered, that he had need of the Count near his 
Perſon ; and that the Opportunity having once 
been neglected, he could not now hope for ſuitable 
Conditions. Whereupon the Viſir ſent Orders 

to Conſtantinople, that the Swediſh Envoy Funk, 
who remained in that Capital, ſhould be brought 
to him withall Expedition. 

When Funk was arrived, the Viſir told him, 
that his Buſineſs was to make his King's Peace 
with the Muſcovite Plenipotentiaries. The Swede, 
aſtoniſhed at ſuch a Propoſition, anſwered, that 
he could not enter into any Negociation without 
his Maſter's Orders, and the neceſſary Inſtruc- 
tions; but that, if the Viſir deſired it, he would 
go and endeavour to get them at Bender. The 
Turkiſh Miniſter would not conſent to this, and 
ordered him only to write to the King, detaining 
him there till an Anſwer ſhould come. 

Though the Viſir's Propoſition was quite un- 
ſeaſonable and ridiculous, his Majeſty nevertheleſs 
ſent certain Inſtructions to Mr. Funk. But the 
Negociation was broke off at the firſt Conference 
which that Miniſter had with Schaffirow, 

The Viſir, enraged without Reaſon, through 
his Ignorance of Affairs, put Funk under an Ar- 
reſt, and for the future followed only the Advice 
of Schaffirow, who, as well as the Viſir, would 
ſtand in need of ſome Expedient to bring him- 
ſelf off, in caſe the Treaty of Pruth was not exe- 
cuted. ig 

In all Appearance, it was by the Advice of 


this Councillor, that the Viſir, to dawb over the 
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Affront given to King Ai . in the Perſon of 


his Envoy Bakowski, diſpatched: two Orders to 
the Baſhaw of Bender ; 6s firſt, to bring off that 
Miniſter, and ſend him to the Camp ; z the ſecond, 
to ſeize Count Ponmatowski, and ſend him alſo to 
the Camp, with his Hands and Legs bound ; 
imagining, that the King of Sweden's Inflexibility 
proceeded from Poniatowski's Advice. | 

The firſt Order having been executed with 
Eaſe, as the Polih Envoy had the Liberty of 
taking the Air round the Country upon h's Parole, 
the Baſhaw was in no haſte to proceed to the 
ſecond. . On the contrary, either from his parti- 
cular Friendſhip for Count Poniatousti, or from 
ſome other Motive, he fent his Son to him, to 
inform him, that it behoved him to keep on his 
Guard, to lodge near the King, and-never to ſtir 
out alone : and even, that if the Baſhaw ſhould 
at any Time require him to wait on him, he ſhould 
always refuſe; and that he would, at a pro 
Time, 'be acquainted with the Reaſon of this Ad- 
vertiſement, when the Storm was blown over. 

In the mean time, the Viſir's Uneaſineſs aug- 


mented, in proportion as the Reftitution of Aloph 


was retarded, e was more afraid of the King 
of Sweden at Bender, than of his own Maſter at 
Conſtantinople. At laſt, after many Deliberations 
with his Privy-Councillor Schaffirow, he took the 
Reſolution of ſending to Bender three Baſhaws, 
with ten thouſand Spahr's, to ſerve the King for 
an Eſcorte, with Orders to oblige him to depart 
immediately; and, if he refuſed, to bind him, 
put him in a Chariot, and carry him by Force 
out of the Grand Signior's Dominions ; of which 
Order the three Baſhaws were to give him 
notice. 
The King of Sweden, informed of the Subject 
of this Meſſage, and what a menacing Compli- 
ment 
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ment he was to receive in the Viſir's Name, of- 


dered out thirty Dragoons to make a Lane for 


the Baſhaws to paſs thro', between his two Tents, 
with their Bayonets at the End of their Muskets 3 
and in this Manner he admitted the Turks to an 
Audience. Before they began to ſpeak, he or- 
dered his Interpreter to tell them, that he would 
have them take care what they ſaid; and that 
at the firſt indecent Expreſſion, that was contrary 
to his Honour and his royal Dignity, he would 
order his Guards to burn their Beards. | 
The Baſhaws, more than half dead at this Re- 
ſolution, bowed themſelves to the very Ground, 
and retired in the moſt humble Manner, with- 
out explaining themſelves on the Subject of their 
Arrival. They ſent to tell the Viſir, that it was his 
only Way to come himſelf, if he had a Mind to 
rfuade the King; for as to them, they were ut- 
terly unable to threaten a Prince, before whom 
every Man muſt tremble, The ten thoufand 
Spahi's continued at Bender, till the Grand Viſir 
had repaſſed the Danube. 
This Miniſter, tho? preſſed by the Grand Sig- 
nior to bring back the Troops, marched very 
ſlowly, in expectation of receiving the Keys of 
Aſoph. The Grand Signior, tired out with theſe 
Delays, examined the Kihaia, from Time to 
Time, concerning the Affair of Pruth, One 
Day the Converſation having turned upon the 
King of Sweden, and the Kihaia continually cal- 
ling that Prince a mad Man, becauſe he wanted to 
take the Czar after the Concluſion of the Peace; 
the Grand Signior was put out of all Patience, 
to that Degree, that he caught up ſome Weapon 
which lay at Hand, and heartily belaboured the Ki- 
haia ; telling him, © that it was he and the Grand 
Viſir who were Madmen, and not the King of 


Sweden? 
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Sweden.“ He then ordered him to be ſhut up in the 
ſame Tower with Count Poniatowski's Janiſſary. 
Mean Time the Viſir drew near Conſtantinople, 
where the Keys of Aſoph at laſt arrived. The 
Grand Signior, tho? very much provoked at all 
his Faults, ſent a Cafftan turned up with Sable, to 
be preſented him on the Road, as a Token of 
his Favour : But, at the ſame Time, he gave the 
Aga of the Janiſſaries Orders to arreſt him, and 
offered the Viſiriate to that Commander. 

This was the ſame Juſſuſf Baſhaw, of whom 
Mr. de Voltaire ſpeaks in his ſixth Book, p. 21 5, 
of the Tranſlation. But, he was not a Muſcovite 
by Birth, but a Georgian, and had been bought 
by a Janiflary when a Child, for thirty Crowns. 
He was brought up among thatSoldiery, and had. 
been ſo happy, as to riſe to the Dignity of 
their Aga; from which he was promoted to the 
Vifiriate, upon the Depoſition of Baltadzi, who 
was ſent to Mitylene, and ſoon after ſtrangled. 

In the ſame Place our Author makes mention 
of Chourlouly Ali Baſhaw, who was Grand 
Viſir, when the King of Sweden arrived in Turky : 
But that Chourlouly was not now living, having 
been ſtrangled ſome Time after his Depoſition, 
as we obſerved in its Place. — But let us reſume 
the Thread of our Relation. 

As ſoon as the King of Sweden heard of the 
Viſir Baltadzi Mechmet's Depoſition, he com- 
manded Count Poniatowski to ſet out immedi- 
ately for Conſtantinople, in order to excite the 
Porte, if poſſible, to a freſh Declaration of 
War againſt the Czar, to obtain thoſe Advan- 
tages which had been neglected in the Treaty of 


Pruth, 


The Moment he arrived at Conſtantinople, 
Poniatowski waited upon the new Viſir, who had 
been his Confident, and from whom he had con- 

cealed 


1 
cealed none of his Correſpondences, and moſt ſe- 


cret Intrigues in the Seraglio. This Viſir was, more 
over, a Man who did not want Courage. But in- 


ſtead of receiving the Count's Compliment, upon 


his Advancement to the Viſiriate, he looked angrily 
upon him, and ſaid with great Warmth, Pagan, 
I know all thy paſt Intrigues, and give thee 
Notice, that the firſt Plot I ſhall find thee car- 
rying on, I will order a Stone to be tied about 
thy Neck, and have thee thrown into the Sea.” 

A Reception ſo diſagreable made a very ſtrong 
Impreſſion upon Count Poniatowskis Mind: 
He mounted his Horſe, and returned very penſive 
and ſorrowful to his Quarters, But, ſcarce had 
he alighted, before a Haſſeki, an Officer of the 
Seraglio, came to tell him, that his Maſter, 
Boſtandzi Baſhaw, wanted to ſee him, and that 
he muſt wait upon him that Moment. Poniajow- 
i told him, that he would not go; for that he was 
indiſpoſed, and had ſomething to do at home. 
The Haſſeki, aſtoniſhed at this Refuſal, went 
away very uneaſy ; and an Hour after there came 
two others, with the ſame Demand. As he per- 
ſiſted in refuſing theſe alſo, they told him, that 
they had Orders to bring him either with or with- 
out his Conſent. 

This Confeſſion, tho? very perplexing, made 
Count Poniatowski take the Reſolution, in order 
to prevent his being expoſed to the Eyes of the 
Publick, and led along like a Criminal, to go 
immediately whither he was required, and take 
his Chance; tho he was not able to imagine 
what would be the Reſult. A ſmall Boat waited 
for him at Tophana, and he was conducted by the 
two Haſſeki into the Garden of the Grand Sig- 
nior's Seraglio, which he walked acroſs, and was 
led into a Hall that ſtood ſeparate from the other 

Buildings, 
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Buildings, and was richly adorned, with Orders 
to ſtay there and compoſe himſelf. | 

A few Moments after, the Beſtandzi Baſhaw 
arrived; and, having ſaluted him very graciouſly, 
told him, that the Grand Signior, being at the 
Window, when he went out from the Viſir, had 
obſerved him to be very penſive. It appeared to 


bim, added he, that thou haſt been made uneaſy ; 


he commands thee to tell him poſitively what 
is the Matter.“ Upon this, Count Poniatowski 
related the whole Story, without Heſitation; 
giving this for the Reaſon of his Refuſal to come 
into the Seraglio at the firſt Summons, that he 
was afraid of ſome Snares being laid for him by 


the Grand Viſir, who ſeemed to be ſo much 


irritated againſt him. 

Boſtandi Baſhaw quitted him at hearing this, 
and very obligingly defired him to wait without 
Uneaſineſs. While he was gone, Coffee, Sweet- 
meats, Sc. were brought to the Count, and he was 
ſerved with the all Ceremony of Diſtinction. The 
Baſhaw kept him in waiting two Hours ; and when 
he came again, congratulated him upon his having 
the Grand Signior his Maſter's Favour, who, ha- 
ving heard with Surpriſe the Cauſe of his Unea- 
ſineſs, had ſent immediately for the Grand Vi- 
fir ; and, after long Converſation, had told him, 
that if the leaſt diſagreeable Thing happened to 
Count Poniatowski, he ſhould anſwer for it with 
his Head. The Grand Signior, continued the 
Baſhaw, has commanded me to tell thee farther, 
that thou ſhouldſt make thy Addreſſes to the 
Grand Viſir, in whatever thou haſt to propoſe, 
and take particular Notice of his Anſwers, 
in order to communicate them to his High- 
neſs in a Manner that ſhall be preſcribed to 
thee,” 


It 
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It may well be imagined that ſuch an Incident 
as this, proceeding from a Providence ſo viſible, re- 
joiced the Heart of Count Poniatowski, He went 
home thoroughly ſatisfied, and laboured, more We 
than ever, as well to be revenged on the Viſir, as 1 
to animate the Grand Signtor to a ſecond Decla- 
ration of War, | 

As there was always ſomething wanting in the | 
Execution of the Treaty of Pruth, Count Po- ts 
niatowski made warm Remonſtrances on that Head 114 
wherever he came. He took every Opportunity 
to wait on the Viſir, who, inwardly enraged, but not 
daring to make any Attempt againſt his Perſon, 

- anſwered his Queſtions and Objections either in 

an abrupt Manner, or by ſomething very foreign 
from the Purpoſe. | 

The Grand Signior, after having permitted 
this Comedy for ten Months together, took the 
Reſolution at laſt to declare War a ſecond Time, 
and ordered the Viſir to have the Muſcovite Ple- 
nipotentaries carried to Priſon, upon the Backs 
of Aſſes. But the Viſirnot to expoſe his Friend by 
ſuch a ſhameful Cavalcade, let them ride on 
Horſes. The Grand Signior made a Handle of 
this Diſobedience to puniſh the Viſir, and had 
him ſtrangled the ſame Evening. Some Months . 
before the Head of the Kihaia, whom he had im- 
priſoned, had been taken off before the Seraglio; 
and Hummer Effendi, the Secretary of State that 
we mentioned before, Who was concerned in the Fil 
Treatyof Pruth,had ſuffered the ſame Puniſhment, 1 

Count Poniatowski was highly pleaſed at all this. 
But Affairs the mean while did not go on with the | 

ſame Vigour as before the other War. The Grand 
Signior did not diſpoſe of the Viſiriate, but ad- | 
vanced Soliman, Baſhaw of the Divan, to be 
Kaimacan, which Place he had before held after | 
the Depoſition of Koyproul: : This Soliman, who 4 
from the firſt had been a * of the Muſcovites, h 
En. 
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(90) 
endeavoured to mortify Count Poniatowski in e- 
very Thing hecould : But theCount, protected by a 
ſuperior Power, little regarded the Kaimacan's 
Procedings, 

The Grand Signior, in the mean Time, made 
flow Preparations for War. He determined to 
make the Campaign himſelf; and for that Pur- 

oſe, removed to Adrianople, He lent two 
Hundred Purſes to the King of Sweden, and gave 
Orders for the aſſembling of fifry Thouſand Tar- 
tars, and twenty Thouſand Turks, unger the 
Command of mae! Baſhaw, Governor of Ben- 
der, to eſcorte that Prince, that he might return 
into his own Dominions, put himſelf at the 
Head of his Troops, and make, in donjunction 
with the Porte, a vigorous War againſt the com- 
mon Enemy. xs 5 

Things were upon this Footing, and the King 
of Sweden had reſolved to ſet out, when new In- 
cidents, which it behoves us to unravel, changed 
the Face of Affairs. 5 

Count Poniatowski continued ſtill at Conſtanti- 
nople; but it was only to wait for Money from 
Bender, in order to pay the Debts that he had 
contracted for the King. 

Before we continue our Narrative, we are o- 
bliged to take notice, that, in the ſixth and ſe- 
venth Books of the Hiſtory, which we have in part 
endeavoured to clear up, the Author, ſeemingly 
for want of faithful Memoirs, has given the Pub- 
lick many Circumſtances, which in Fact vary ex- 
tremely from the Truth. Something, indeed, 
of what he relates, really happened ; but he does 
not relate it in Order of Time. Every Reader 
therefore may ſee here a more juſt, and more con- 
nected Account of divers particular Events, and 
their true Cauſes, We paſs over in Silence 
the Affair of Bender, and ſome other Inci- 

5 dents, 
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dents, which all the World are very well ac- 


quainted with, 


Mr. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, tom, II. p. 8. Englih Tranſ- 
lation, p. 21 3. 

All the European Merchants refuſed to lend the 
King any Money, becauſe he ſeemed out of a Con- 
dition of ever repaying it. Only one Cooke, anEngliſh- 
man, dared at laſt to advance about forty Thouſand 
Crowns ; content to loſe them, if any Misfortune 
happened to the King of Sweden; and ſure to make 
his Fortune if that Prince lived. This Money was 
brought to the King*s little Camp juſt at a Time when 
they began to want every Thing, and to deſpair of 
any Reſource, 


REMARK. 
I. Motraye was, or pretended to be, a Maſter of 
the French Language at Conſtantinople. Count 
Poniatowski ſent him from Conſtantinople to Ben- 
der, with Money that an Engliþman, Treaſurer 
of the Nation, advanced to the King, Certain 


Preſents from the King enabled this Frenchman 


to travel; as he did afterwards, and gave as an 
Account of what he had ſeen. But it was never 
in his Power to know any great Matter of what 

regarded the King of Sweden, and his Affairs in 
Turkey. 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 
Amſterdam Edition, tom. II. p. 12, 13. 
Engliſh Tranſlation, 216. | 
Conſtantinople, after Charles's Retreat to Ben- 
der, was become what'Rome has often been, the 
Center of all the Negociations of Chriſtendom. 
Count Deſalleurs, the French Embaſſador at the 


Porte, was employed in ſupporting the Intereſts of 
a N 2 


Charles 
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Charles and Staniſlaus 3 the Emperor of Germa- 
ny*s Miniſters in oppoſing them. The Swediſh and 
Muſcovite Factions claſhed, — England and 
Holland appeared as Neuters; but were not ſo. 
The new Trade, which the Czar had opened at Pe- 
tersburg, had an Influence on the Views of thoſe t 
trading Nations. The Engliſh and Dutch will be 
always for the Prince who follows their Traffick moſt 3 


and the Czar's was then a very advantageous 


Trade, 


RE MAR R. 
F H E Author gives a juſt and true Idea of 
the Negociations of the Foreign Miniſters 
at Conſtantinople. 


M. de Voltaire's Text. 

Amſterdam Edition, tom. II. p. 24, & eg. Eng- 
,, 

In the mean Time General Flemming, King 
Avguſtus's Miniſter and Favourite, maintained a 
private Correſpondence with the Kam of Tartary, 
and the Seraskier of Bender, La Mare, a French 
Gentleman, and Colonel in the Saxon Service, had 
made more than oneFourney from Bender to Dreſden; 
and all theſe Fourneys were ſuſpected. — At this 
very Time the King of Sweden cauſed a Courier, 
ſent from Flemming to the Tartarian Prince, 10 
be ſeized upon the Frontiers of Walachia. . The 
Letters were carried to him, and decyphered. 
There appeared plain Marks of a Correſpon- 


_ between the Tartars and the Court of Dreſ- 
=__ 


REMARK. 
A T the ſame Time that the King of Sweden 
| prepared to depart, his People intercepted 


Letters from the Han of the Tartars, and 1mael 
1 Baſhaw 
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Baſhaw Seraskier of Bender, writ to the Great 
General of the Crown of Poland, in which they 
informed him, that he need not take Umbrage 
at their Entrance into Poland with the King of 
Sweden ; for that, as ſoon as they ſaw him ad- 
vanced five or ſix Leagues into the Country, they 
ſhould leave him and return; and then the 
Great General had nothing to do but to ſeize 
him, and do with him what he thought pro- 

r. 

On the other Side, Count Steinbock, after the 
Battle of Gradeby/h, which he had won, made, by 
the Inſtigation and Perſuaſion of Count Flemming, 
an Armiſtice for ſome Months. This he did 1n 
order to give his Maſter Time to make his Peace 
with King Auguſtus, which Flemming aſſured him 
would be done. 

They both of them even perſuaded King Sta- 
niſlaus to make a Tour toBender,with Paſſports for 
the Security of his Paſſage, in order to perſuade 
the King of Sweden to ſet his Hand to it. This 
Armiſtice was known at the Porte, by the Care 
of the Engliſh and Dutch Embaſſadors, ſooner 
than the King had Advice of it. 

The Han of the Tartars, and the Seraskier of 
Bender, having heard of the Interception of their 
Letters, took care to have the Paſſage of the 
Danube ſo guarded, that no Body might go over 
from the King of Sweden; who, they were a- 
fraid, would inform the Grand Signior of their 
Treaſon concerted againſt him. They urged his 
Departure with all their Might ; and ſeeing that 
all their Arguments were to no Purpoſe, they 
diſpatched to Conſtantinople one Huſſein Effendi, 
chief Secretary and Councillor of the Han, to 
carry a Relation to the Grand Signior that was 
quite falſe and fictitious, | i 

n 
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Ig this Account, they accuſed the King of 
Sweden with intending to make war againſt 
the Grand Signior, out of a Pique at his having 
been forgot in the Treaty of Pruth: Adding, 
that he had made Peace with the Mu/covizes, and 
King Auguſtus; and that his perſiſting not to ſet 
out from Bender, was only to wait for the Arri- 
val of his Troops, and thoſe of his new Allies, 
in concert with whom he was then to make War 
againſt the Porte. The Emiſſary, a Man full of 
Subtlety, joined ſo many Circumſtances to 
this Narrative, that the Grand Signior believed 
it. He ſent however to the Embaſſadors of 
England and Holland, to ask them, it they had 
_ any Thing of the King of Sweden's Peace 
with his Enemies? Theſe Miniſters confirmed 
the Fact, without diſtinguiſhing that this Peace 
was only an Armiſtice; which the Turks. always 
confound with a Treaty, becauſe they never make 
any. Thing but temporary Truces with the 
ö Chriſtians. It is reported, that the Grand Sig- 
nior, upon this, ſent Orders to the Han of the Tar- 
1 gars, and the Baſhaw of Bender, that they ſhould 
bring the King of Sweden by Force, dead or a- 
live, to Adrianople. Theſe Orders, however, 
were afterwards denied by his Highneſs. _ 

The Han's Secretary, having acquitted himſelf 
of his Commiſſion to the Grand Signior at 


q Adrianaple, made a Tour to Conſtantinople. Count 
1 | Poniatowski having heard of his Arrival, and 
” being familiar with him, went to wait upon him, 
þ to know if he hadany News from Benger, whence 


11 6 the Count had heard nothing for ſix Weeks before. 
$ He had indeed been much perplexed on that Ac- 
. count, becauſe he knew the King's Reſolution to 
; depart ; and the Money did not come for 
4 Payment of the Debts. Hufſein ſeemed in a 
it Surpriſe to ſee him at Conſtantinople, and 1 
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him what he did there, when the King of Sweden 
had been gone three Weeks from Bender]! Po- 
niatotosti, who knew his Majeſty's ſtrict Ho- 
nour, could not perſuade himſelf that he had 
been thus left without any Notice of his Depar- 
ture, and therefore told the Secretary, that he 
could not believe what he ſaid. 99 

However, as Huſſein perſiſted in what he had 
advanced, the Count, knowing him to be ex- 
tremely addicted to Liquor, had ſeveral Bottles 
of the ſtrongeſt Wine brought in, and intreated 
his Friend to drink, to refreſh himſelf after the 
Fatigue of his Journey. When the Tartar had 
got himſelf well filled with this Liquor, his 
Heart grew a little more open. He then told 
the Count, that, as he was his Friend, he muſt 
ſincerely confeſs to him, that the King of Sweden 
had made his Peace with the Czar and King 
Auguſtus, in revenge for his having been forgot 
in the Treaty of Pruth; that, he was going to 
draw together his Troops, with thoſe of his new Al- 
lies, to make war againſt the Porte: But, chat he 
would pay dear for his Folly ; becauſe he, the 
Secretary, had juſt now procured Orders to the 
Han his Maſter, and the Seraskier 1/maz!, to 
put the King and all his Retinue to the Sword: 
And thou, added he, wilt do well to go on board 
the firſt Chriſtian Veſſel, to make thy Efcape 
from hence; for otherwiſe, thou will be treated 
in the ſame Manner.* He informed him alſo, 
that the Envoy of Sweden was already arrefted 
at Adrianople; which indeed was true, and Count 
Poniatowski Knew of it, but was utterly unac- 
quainted with the Cauſe, W 

Such a ſurprizing Piece. of News made the 
Count eaſily conceive, that theſe were the Inven- 
tions of the King's Enemies for his Deſtruction: 
And, without knowing any Thing of the Inter- 
: ception 
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ception of the Han and the Baſhaw of Bender”s 
Letters, he concluded, that the Armiſtice of 
General Steinbock, being interpreted to the Grand 
Signior to the King's Diſadvantage, at the ſame 
Time when his Majeſty was doing all in his 
Power to ſtir up the Porte to a War, was in 
* likelihood the Cauſe of this, ſo a fatal Reſo- 
ution. 6 

Having got rid of his drunken Companion, 
he waited upon one of his moſt intimate Friends, 
the new Captain Baſhaw, of whom we ſhall ſpeak 
more at large a little farther, to know what News 
he had heard, and to communicate to him this 
which we have juſt related, 

The Captain Baſhaw owned, that there -was 


ſomething whiſpered about very much to the 


King of Sweden's Diſadvantage z but, that he 
did not know any one Particular or Circumſtance, 
He then directed the Count to get himſelf inform- 
ed elſewhere, eſpecially by the Boſtandzi Baſhaw, 
and to bring him afterwards an Account of the 
whole. Boſtandzi Baſhaw, another particular 
Friend of Count Poniatowski, had heard nothing 
at all of this Rumour ; but told him, that he 
would wait upon the Captain Baſhaw, to get In- 
formation what it aroſe from. | 

Poniatowski made haſte back to the Captain 
Baſhaw, to inform him that the other would be 
with him immediately. Half an Hour after, the 
Boſtandzi Baſhaw arrived. 'Theſe two great Of- 
ficers of the Empire, convinced by the Reaſon- 
ings of Count Poniatowski, their common Friend, 
of the Malignity of the King of Sweden's Ene- 
mies, and the Fal ſehoods they advanced in order 
to ruin that Prince, were perſuaded of the Injuſ- 
tice that was done him, and of the Neceſſity of 
opening the Grand Signior's Eyes. 


They 
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They _ that it was neceſſary for Count 


Poniatowski to write to all his Acquaintance in 
the Seraglio, and aſſure them, that the Ambaſſa- 
dors of the Chriſtian Powers threatened the Porte 
that all Europe would intereſt itſelf in the Affront 
given to the King of Sweden, The Captain Ba- 
ſhaw was to get himſelf ordered to Adrianople, to 
the Grand Signior; and Count Poniatotosti was 
to go with him, to endeavour to avert this Storm, 
if it was not already too late. Agreeably to this 
Reſolution, Poniatowski went to all the Ambaſ- 
ſadors, and endeavoured to perſuade them to in- 
tereſt themſel ves in the Outrages committed upon 
the King of Sweden: But, not one of them would 
ſtir in the Affair, except M. Deſalleurs, who 
wrote to the Porte | in the Terms that had been 
concerted. 

Some Days after, the Captain Baſhaw received 
Orders to repair to Adrianople; and Count Ponia- 
towski fet out with him. A ſhort Time belore their 
Arrival, the Grand Signior had received, by 
Means of Colonel Longuevelle de la Cerda, a Pe- 
tition from the S, edis Envoy, who was under 
Reſtraint; but it produced no Effect, and the 
8 was ſtill kept with ſomebody to watch 

im | 
Count Poniatovosti paid his firſt Viſit to the f 
Grand Viſir Soliman Baſhaw, who had been 'þ 
raiſed from Kaimacan to that Poſt. He told him, 
that he was very much ſurpriſed to fee their Envoy 
arreſted, and that all who belonged to the King 
of Sweden were treated as Enemics, without any 
Conviction, or Knowledge of the Cauſe. He 
then waited upon the Maſter of the Horſe, and N 
the Rekiptar Aga, Favourite of the Grand Sig- | 
nior's Stirrup, who were both his good Friends, 
to communicate to them his Thoughts. He ſaw 
himſelf alone at Liberty, while all the reſt of the 

O King 
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King of Sweden's People were either arreſted, or 
ill-uſed, He redoubled his Activity, and had 
ſuch Succeſs, that, upon his Perſuaſions, the Pa- 
latine of Mazovia, newly arrived as Ambaſſador 
from the King of Poland, was made a cloſe Pri- 
ſoner in his Palace, and the Swediſh Envoy was 
releaſed. 

The vulgar Reports concerning the Affair of 
Bender, were advantageous to the King of Sweden. 
All the World agreed that he had had great In- 
juſtice done him; and People ſaid ſo much in his 
Behalf, that the Grand Signior was alarmed at it. 
Hereupon he ſent his Maſter of the Horſe to 
Count Pontzatowski, to tell him, that the ng 
was not dead; that they were bringing hic to 
Adrianople and that he would do well to go ai 4 
meet him, and perſuade him to take the Blame 
on himſelf of what had befel him at Bender: Ad- 
ding, that the Grand Signior would open his 
Treaſures to him, and give him the Command 
of all his Troops, not only by way of Eſcorte to 
himſelf, but to make war againſt the Muſcovites 
and that he would puniſh the Han and the Baſhaw 
of Bender. In effect, the firſt of theſe was de- 
poſed, and the other ſtrangled, before the King 
of Sweden arrived at Adrianople. 5 

In the mean time, the Viſir Soliman was de- 
poſed, and [brahim Motua, Captain Baſhaw, ad- 
vanced in his Room. He immediately ſent ſor 
Count Pomatowski his Friend, and ordered him 
to aſſure the King of Sweden, as ſoon as he ſaw 
him, of his ſincere Attachment to his Perſon ; 
and that, when his Majeſty came near Adrianople, 
he ſhould be glad to ſee him, and to concert Mea- 
ſures together with him concerning a War with 
his Enemies, and his Majeſty's Return to his Do- 
minions, at the Head of a choſen Army. 
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Poniatowski, having engaged the Viſir, that 
he ſhould never admit the Palatine of Mazovia 
to an Audience, nor acknowledge him as the Am- 
baſſador of Poland, ſet out to go and meet the 
King, whom he found at Karnabat, twenty- four 
German Leagues from Adrianople. HisMaveſty 
was ſo much the more glad to ſee him, as he had 
heard that he had been maſſacreed at Conſtan- 
tinople ; and entertained him a long while with 
an Account of what had happened at Bender. 
Though the Count well foreſaw that the King of 


Sweden would never ſubmit to a Meaſure fo little 


conformable to his Character, as that of taking 
upon himſelf the Fault of the Bender Affair; he 
however told him his Story, and informed him 
that the Han of the Tartars either was or ſoon 
would be depoſed ; that 1/mae! Baſhaw was or 
would be ſtrangled ; and that his Majeſty might 
have any other Sort of Satisfaction, if he would 
but accept of the Grand Signior's Propoſitions. 
But, ſeeing that his Perſwaſions had no Effect, he 
deſired his Majeſty to think of what was to be 
done. 

The King promiſed himſelf much from the 
Activity of the new Viſir, having heard him 
ſpoke of as an extraordinary Man, and knowing 
that he had declared himſelf in his Intereſt. Two 
Days after, Count Pontatowskt ſet out before his 
Majeſty for Adrianople, where, at his Arrival, 
he — ſome Variation from thoſe poſitive De- 
clarations, which the Grand Viſir had given him; 
the Palatine of Magovia having been admitted to 
an Audience, during his Abſence, with all the 
cuſtomary Ceremonies. He reproached the Viſir 
very bitterly, for not having kept his Word, after 
it had been given to his Mater ; exaggerating, 
with great Sharpneſs, the Irregularity of this Pro- 


cceding. The Viſir, ſurpriſed at this warm Dit- 
O 2 courte, 
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cdürſe, found himfelf confuſed, and did not know 
whether he had beſt put himſelf in a Paſſion, or 
differible his Anger; and in this manner they 


parted. he 
ad The Turti/b Miniſter; having reflected on 
what had paſſed, ſent for Count Ponidiotosti's 
Tatetpreier, and told him, that his Maſter had 
forgot himſelf ; that he had called him a Liar to 
his Face; and that if he, the Viſir, had not had 
a great Friendſhip for him, he ſhould have been 
provoked to ſome Violence, He then bid the 
Interpreter tell him, that he would do well to 
moderate his Vivacity, if he hoped to preſerve 
bis Friendſhip 3 and that he might wait upon him 
the next Morning. Sa : 
This ſecond Converſation was ſpent in mutual 
Excuſes. The Viſir alledged, that, in a Poſt 
which obliged him to hear all the World, he could 
not diſpenſe himſelf from giving Audience to the 
Palatine of Mazovia : But, that it would be pro- 
per to ſend for the French Ambaſſador to Adria- 
nople, to conſult with him what ſhould be done. 
For, added he, we muſt however convince the 
Grand Signior that the King of Sweden has ſtill 
ſome Friends among the Chriſtian Princes ; tho? 
the Engliſh and the Dutch are at Work for the 
Muſcovites.” Ro; 

All theſe ill-digeſted Reaſons gave Count Po- 
n1atowski to underſtand, that the Infinuations of 
the Miniſters of thoſe two maritime Powers had 
made an Impreſſion upon the Grand Signior's 
Mind. He obſerved, that the People no longer 
exaggerated fo ſtrongly the Affront given to the 
King of Sweden, asthey had before done. | 
Count Poniatowsk?'s Excuſes in behalf of the 
King, for his 5 take on himſelf the 
Faults he had not committed, were not reliſhed by 
the Sultan; and the Diſpoſition that this Empe- 
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tor had ſhewn for renewing the War with the 
Muſcovites, was very much abated. The Viſir, 
however, made Preparations for an Expedition, 
which he kept a Secret to himſelf. He had even 
ſent Money into Boſnia, his native Country, to 
raiſe there thirty thouſand Men; and all this 
without the Grand Signior's Knowledge, 


In the mean time, the new Han, Kaptan Grery, 


Brother of him that was depoſed, arrived at 
Court; but he had ſeen his Brother in the Way, 
as he was going to his Place of Exile, and had 
been intreated by him to revenge his Cauſe the 
firſt Opportunity. Count Pomatowski went to 
viſit this Prince; and, after having congratu- 
lated him upon his Advancement, he had a long 
Conference with him upon tne preſent Situation 
of Affairs: But the Count found him extremely 
cold and full of Diſſimulation; excuſing himſelf 
that he could not freely enter into theſe Matters, 
as he had not ſeen the Grand Signior, and did 
not know his Intentions. Poniatotosti even ac- 
companied this firſt Viſit with a conſiderable Pre- 
ſent ; but all this was to no Purpoſe : He perceiv- 


ed that Affairs would not run in the Channel he 
could wiſh. 


Some Days aſter, the King of Sweden arrived, 


and was lodged at Demitarſh, the Palace of a 
Viſir, an Hour's Journey from Adrianople. It 
had been reported, that he would be carried to 
Salonica, and there embarked, and ſent to Mar- 

ſeilles; but no ſuch Reſolution had been taken. 
Two Days after his Majeſty's Arrival, the 
Viſir told Count Poriatowski, that he would ſee 
the King the next Day; and even gave Orders 
in the Count's Preſence, to have his Tents pitched 
at Demitarſh, This being reported to the King, 
his Majeſty prepared to give him Audience in = 
gal Hu Bed, 
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Bed, which he had kept ever- ſince his Departure 
from Bender. 

Next Day the Viſir, with the new Han, went 
into the Tents that had been erected for them. 
But, inſtead of waiting upon the King, they ſent 
his Majeſty Word, that they expected him to 
come to them. The King anſwered, that he was 
fick, as all the World knew ; and that, if he was 
even inever ſo good Health, it was their Duty to 
come to him, if they had any thing to ſay to him. 

Upon this, the Viſir ſent for Count Poniatowſ- 
ki, and ſpoke to him in ſuch a Manner as to let 
him underſtand, that he abſolutely muſt perſuade 
his Maſter to come without Heſitation; for that 
his Intereſts required it. But the Count having 
ſhewn him the Impoſſibility of ever perſuading the 
King to a Thing ſo contrary to his Dignity, he 
ſent for the French Ambaſſador, who arrived at 
Demirtaſb two Days before to wait on the King. 

M. Deſalleurs ſaw fully the Viſir's Impertinence, 
who was puffed up with his Authority: But it 
was his Opinion, that Neceſſity required Diſſi- 

mulation; and he could have wiſhed, that the 
King would have taken this Step. However, 
not finding his Majeſty diſpoſed to it, he endea- 
voured to excuſe him as well as he could. 

Thus the Viſir, without doing any thing, and 
after having amuſed himſelf a whole Day in a 
fruitleſs Negociation, Cepartzd for Adrianople. 
Having ordered Count Poniatowski to wait on 
him, he exaggerated the King's unſeaſonable 
Haughtineſs, and inſiſted much upon his own 
Authority, by which he repreſented the Grand 
Signior: Adding, that he had, it was true, pro- 
mited to go and ſee the King but that he ſup- 
poled his Majeſty would have come to his Tent. 
After many Diſputes and Reaſons given on both 


Sides, he ſaid at laſt, that, in ſpite of the King 
| | himſelf, 
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himſelf, he had ſtill an Intention of reconducting 
him into his Dominions. He then convoked the 
Divan, to deliberate on that Affair. 

In this Council, Selictar Ali Baſhaw, the 
Grand Signior's Favourite and Son-in-Law, who 
could make Affairs take what Turn he pleaſed, 
juſt as they ſquared with his own private Intereſt ; 
and who was Cubee Wiſir, that is, Baſhaw of the 
Council ; ſpoke his Sentiment a little too freely. 
The Viſir, thinking his Authority wounded, 
treated him with injurious Expreſſions, and 
threatened to have him ſkinned alive, if he dared 
to oppoſe his Will. Selictar Baſhaw, ready to 
burſt with Indiguation, held his Peace: But, at 
going out of the Divan, he waited upon the Han 
of the Tartars, who was no Friend of the 
Viſir's, to concert with him the Means of Re- 
venge. 

They formed their Plan well, and then went both 
to the Grand Signior, to tell him, that his High- 
neſs ran the Riſque of being depoſed by the new 
Viſir, who diſſipated his Treaſures to gain the 
Good-will of the Janiſſaries; that he levied 
Troops in Baſuia without his Highneſs's Know- 
ledge, to have them at his own Command ; and 
that while he was yet Vice- Admiral, he carried on 
a Correſpondence with the Malteſe, in order to 
make himſelf Maſter of Cyprus, and enter into an 
Alliance with them againſt the Grand Signior. 
They added other Accuſations ; ſome of which 
were true. 

Mean Time the Viſir, ſuſpecting nothing, 
went on in his old Way. He amuſed himſelf every 
Day in ſhooting at a Mark with the Janiſſaries; 
and the moſt dextrous were profuſely rewarded, 
with Money that he drew out of the Treaſuries. 

One Morning, being in Converſation with Poni- 
alowosti, in whom he teſtified a great deal of Con- 

fidence, 


( 704 ) 


fidence, even ſo much as to communicate to him 


his ambitious Deſigns, there came a Meſſage for 
him from the Grand Sgnior. He ordered Count 
Poniatowski to ſtay till he came back; and moun- 
ted his Horſe, to ride to the Seraglio. An Hour 
after came a Capitzi Baſhaw full gallop, who en- 
tering the Viſir's Apartment with great Haſte, 
began to clap the Seal upon all the Doors and 
Cabinets. When he perceived Count Pontiatorw- 
Ski, whom he knew, he asked him, what he did 
in that Houſe ? The Count anſwered, that the 
Viſir had ordered him to ſtay. Upon which the 
Capitzi told him, that the Viſir had been torn to 
Pieces, and thrown into the River; that at his En- 
trance into the Seraglio, finding himſelf encloſed 
betweeen two Doors, he defended himſelf moſt 
deſperately ; and that he had killed two Men, 
before they could ſeize him. This Officer then 
adviſed Count Ponratowski to retire as ſoon as he 
could; and the Count immediately ſet out 
for Demirtaſh, to inform the King of this new 
Revolution. 

IJ is very certain, that this Viſir had great 
Deſigns in his Head ; and that if the Grand 
Signior had not taken him off, he would have 
been depoſed himſelf. 

It is proper to ſay a Word or two here of the 
Hiſtory of this Praim. He was of a fierce Tem- 
per, but very brave. He had been above fifteen 
Years a Highway-Robber, as he had himſelf re- 
lated it to Count Poniatousi. He was a Boſniac 
by Birth ; and as to Religion, he was neither 
Turk nor Chriſtian; yet more inclining to the 
latter than the former. He had not one Turk in 
his Court; for he mortally hated them all, and 
ſpoke of them with Contempt. Having reflected 
upon his Manner of living, he quitted the Cal- 


ling of a Robber, and came to Conſtantinople, 
where 
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where he entered himſelf among the Watermen, 
and got his Living by carrying of Paſſengers over 
the Beſpborus. 

One Day the Grand Signior, in diſguiſe, had a 
Mind to croſs over toScutari,and accidentally en- 
tered himſelf alone in Vrabim's Boat. He obſerved 
in the Waterman a very promiſing Phyſiognomy, 
and asked who he was? Jbrahim gave the 
Hiſtory. of his whole Life to the Grand Sig- 
nior, without knowing him. Among other 
Subjects, the Boatman ſpoke of Govern- 
ment, naval Affairs, and many other Things, 
all with a great deal of Juſtice, His Diſcourſe 
very much pleaſed the Grand Signior, who, land- 
ing without making himſelf known, left thirty 
Ducats in the Place where he had fat ; and order- 
ed Ibrahim, on ſuch a Day, to come with his 
Boat to a Door that he named to him. 

Ibrahim did not forget the Appointment ; and 
the Grand Signior being alſo there at the Time 
fixed, again diſguiſed, went into the Bark, to 
croſs the Boſphorus. The Boatman treated him with 
more Reſerve and Circumſpection than he had 
before done; and when the Grand Signior asked 
the Reaſon of this Shyneſs, he anſwered, Thou 
muſt be ſomething more than thou appeareſt to be : 
Thy Generoſity is an infallible Proof of it.“ The 
Grand Signior then owned to him, that he was his 
Maſter ; but with an Injunction not to mention 
it to any Body. 

He then asked him if he was a Sailor; and if 
he had Courage enough to go into the open Sea 
with his little Bark, and make a Voyage to 
Candia? Ibrahim anſwered, that it was a dan- 
gerous Attempt 3 but, if there was an Occaſion 
for it, he would undertake it, Upon this the 
Grand Signior gave him a Letter to the Baſhaw 


of the Place, bid him ſet out immediately, and 
E ordered 
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ordered him to bring the Baſhaw over. [brahim 
obeyed ; took Bread and Water for his Subſiſ- 
tence 3 and, meeting with a favourable Wind, 
put off ro Sea in the Grand Signior's Preſence, 
and had the good Fortune to reach the Iſland. 
As ſoon as the Baſhaw had received the Order, he 
went on board this little Boat, and came to Con- 
ſtantinople, where he landed at the Seraglio, in 
the Place that his Conductor ſhewed him. They 
were both brought before the Grand Signior, 
without being known to any Body. {brahim kept the 
Baſhaw Company for ſome Days, without ſtirring 
out of the Seraglio, | 
The Grand Signior, having before concerted his 
Scheme, depoſed the Viſir that then was, and 
put in his Place the new Commander. Ibrahim, 
in Reward for his Expedition, was made Captain 
of one of the Grand Signior's Galleys. 
As Veſſels of this Sort are uſually ſent into the 
, Archipelago, to raiſe the Capitation upon the 
Chriſtians, [brahim was often employed in that 
Buſineſs. Being once at Rhodes, whither the Han 
Kaptan Giery had been exiled, he learned that 
one Mina, his Enemy, was in the Han's Service. 
He demanded to have him ; which the Han re- 
fuſing, he broke open his Seraglio, committed 
Violences upon all his Women, took Molna, and 
had his Brains beat out with Clubs. The Han 
complained to no Purpoſe: He could not obtain 
the leaſt Satisfaction. | 
Chourlouly Ali Baſhaw, then Grand Viſir, taking 
notice of 1brahi:n's Favour with the Grand Signior, 
baniſhed him to Smyrna, where he continued two 
Years in Oblivion : But, either having heard of 
the Depoſition of Chourlouly, or elſe been re- 
called by the Grand Signior, he came back to 
Conſtantinople, where he was made Vice-Admiral, 
then Admiral, and at laſt Grand Viſir. _ 
G 
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The Han Kaptan Giery, having been at the 
ſame Time advanced in the Room of his Brother 
Dewlet Giery, and remembring the ill Treatment 
at Rhodes, joined with the Selictar Baſhaw to 
diſplace Ibrahim, in which they ſucceeded as 
above. 
| Let us now fee what the King of Sweden did 
at Demirtaſh, where he continued for ſome Time 
in Oblivion. =, | 
The Selictar Ali Baſhaw (the ſame whom the 
Author of the Hiſtory * calls Ali Coumourgi) being 
made Kaimacan after the Depoſition of 1brabim, 
refuſed to have any Commerce with the Swedes. 
He ordered the Envoy Funk to be ſeized by the 
Guard, and carried to Demirtaſh, to keep the 
King Company. He ſent to Count Poniatowsk:, 
to tel] him, that he too muſt go to his King, The 
Count alledged in Excuſe, that his Buſineſs was 
at the Porte : But he was told, without Regard to 
his Reaſons, that it behoved him to follow the 
Advice that was given him; that they ſhewed 
him the more Regard, on account of the Ser- 
vices that he had rendered to the Porte ; that they 
were unwilling to offer him the Affront and 
Shame of being carried thither by the Guard, bur, 
that they adviſed him, in ſincere Friendſhip, to 
ſubmit to theſe Repreſentations without Reply; 
becauſe that otherwiſe, the Kaimacan would 
make uſe of Force. 

All the Negociations and Intrigues, that had 

been begun under the Sanction of Ibrahim, the 

Grand Signior's Couſin, were then put a Stop to, 

As this Prince died ſuddenly, he was thought to 

: be poiſoned ; and there was good Room to think 
| that this Suſpicion was well founded. In the 
| midſt of all the preceding Convulſions, * and 


> {| * Page 265, 266, 267 of the Tranſlation, 
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while Pyabim lived, there always appearedj fome 
good Intention towards King Staniſiaus, and an In- 
clination to re-eſtabliſh him in Poland: But upon 
this laſt Change, he ſeemed to be treated as a Priſo- 
ner; and the King of Sweden was entirely abandon'd 
at Demirtaſh, The Plague broke in there among 
the Swedes, and many of them died of it. Be- 
ſides, the Want of Neceſſaries was every where 
felt. King Stanilaus was in a perplexing Situ- 
ation. At laſt, he took the Reſolution of leaving 
the Country, as the Perſuaſion of the Turks : And 
the King of Sweden, being in Pain for him, or- 
dered Count Poniatowski to endeavour to join 


him, to conduct him to the Dutchy of Deux Ponts, 


and to get him ſupported there. 

Poniatowski, accordingly, came up with him 
at Faſſy ; accompanied him through Tranſilvania, 
Hungary, Auſtria, and the whole Empire; and 
happily conducted him to Deux Ponts, without 
any ſiniſter Accident. As he paſſed by Vienna, 
Prince Eugene gave him one Lieutenant-Colonel 
Feiſs, to take care of his Sefety on all Accounts. 
Count Poniatowski, having reſted only three 
Days in Deux Ponts, returned into Turkey, 
and found the King of Sweden at Demoticu, whi- 
ther his Majeſty had removed from Demiritaſb. 
There, being chagrined at ſeeing himſelf thus for- 
got, as if he had not been among the Living, and 
not one of his People having any Correſpondence 
at Conſtantinople, he deſired to depart, and to paſs 
through the Emperor's Dominions; which was 
very readily granted him. 

The Court of Vienna iſſued Orders, that the 
whole Expence of him and his Retinue ſhould be 
every where defrayed; and they met with a very 
honourable Reception in his Imperial Majeſty's 
Territories. As to the King himſelf, having 


followed the Emperor's Advice, rather to take a 


long 


2 4 ( 109 ) 
long Journey round in the Empire, than to come 
near Saxony, he ſct out with only one Officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel During; and, without mak- 
ing himſelf any where known, he arrived on the 
fourteenth Day at Stralſund. 

At his Arrival in that City, General Ranch's 
Negociation, for the Marriage of the hereditary 
Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, which had been ſet on Foot 
in Turkey, was brought to a Concluſion The 
Landgrave himſelf came ſome time after to wait 
on the King, and made him ſome Propoſitions of 
Peace with King Auguſtus. But, their Differences 
not being eaſy to reconcile, the Landgrave's Ne- 
gociation had no Effect. | | 
All the preceding Illuſtrations, as well upon 
the Loſs of 7 of Pullawa, as upon many 
Events that MappeEned in Turkey, will perhaps 

ſuffice to give new Light to the Author of the 
Hiſtory, concerning one of the greateſt Heroes of 
the Age, and the moſt extraordinary Man of our 
Times. — CS 

If he had out- lived the unfortunate Campaign 
in Norway, his Plan, for Deſigns much more 
ſurpriſing than any of the preceding, was entirely 
laid down, and ready for Execution; and his 
Peace with the Czar was already quite adjuſted, 
and ſo far advanced, that it wanted nothing but 
the Ratification, 
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